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in Historical View of the First 
Planters of New-England. 


No. Xl. 
(Continued from p. 291.) 
GOVERNOR HAYNES. 


OHN HAYNES, the first 
Governor of the colony of 
Connecticut, was one of the 
most eminent of the venerable 
fathers of New-England. Asa 
Wise statesman, as a faithful 
patriot, as an amiable man, he 
was highly respected and belov- 
ed. It is our misfortune that 
the early writers have not given 
so large an account of this vene- 
rable patriot, as of some others 
of his time. Sufficient howev- 
er remains, to teach us his un- 
common worth, and to show the 
mercy of Heaven in removing 
him from a situation of inde- 
pendent retirement in his native 
country, to encounter the fa- 
tigues and perils of the Ameri- 
ean wilderness, to become a 
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principal founder of the civil 
and ecclesiastical institutions of 
our country. 

Mr. Haynes came to New- 
England, in company with a 
considerable number of plant- 
ers, many of whom were per- 
sons of note, in the year 1635. 
Their arrival at Boston, in Sep- 
tember of that year, is thus no- 
ticed by Governor Winthrop : 
“ The Griffin, a ship of 300 
tons, arrived, having been eight 
weeks from the downs ; she 
brought about 200 passengers. 
In this ship, came Mr. Cotton, 
Mr. Hooker, and Mr. Stone, 
ministers, and Mr. Haynes (a 
gentleman of great estate,) Mr. 
Goffe, and many other men of 
good estates.” Mr. Haynes 
was, at that time, I conclude, 
about forty-five years of age.— 
He was from the county of Es- 
sex in England, where he pos- 
sessed an estate called Copford 
Hall, valued at a thousand 
pounds sterling a year. Soon 
after his arrival in New-Eng- 
land, he settled at Newtown with 
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Mr. Hooker. His distinguish- 
ed abilities and extensive infor- 
mation soon excited the atten- 
tion of the colony, while his 
amiable manners endeared him 
to all his acquaintance. In 
1634, the spring after his arri- 
val, at the general election of 
the colony, he was chosen one 
of the assistants. The able and 
dignified manner with which he 
discharged the duties of a ma- 
gistrate, was so acceptable to 
the colony, that, in the year fol- 
lowing, 1635, he was elected 
governor. Concerning his pub- 
lic administration, the following 
mention is made in an ancient 
writing: © Lo him is New- 
“ England many ways behold- 
“en; had he done no more 
« but still a storm of dissension, 
“ which broke forth in the be- 
“ginning of his government, 
“ he had done enough to endea: 
“our hearts unto him, and to 
* account that day happy when 
“he took the reins of govern- 
“ ment into bis hands.” 

In the spring of the year 
1637, Mr. Haynes removed 
with his family to Connecticut, 
and lived at Hartford. The 
friendship between him and Mr. 
Hooker, warmed by a constant 
discovery of each other’s viriues, 
strengthened by common dan- 
gers and common cares in rear- 
ing the infant colony, nothing 
but death could dissolve. For 
two or three years after the first 
settlement of the towns on Con- 
necticut river, they considered 
themselves as belonging to the 
jurisdiction of Massachusetts. 
At the first general election in 
Connecticut, in 1639, Mr. 
Ilaynes was chosen governor. 
‘The constitution of the colony, 
at that time, required that the 
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office of governor should not be 
held by any one person two suc- 
cessive years. Mr. Haynes was 
chosen tothe office, whenever 
he was eligible, that is, every 
second year, from that time to 
his death, in 1654, 

He was, more than any other 
man, the father of the colony, 
He ever possessed the highest 
confidence of the people, and 
the whole tenor of his public 
and private life convinced them 
that their confidence had never 
been misplaced. He was a 
man of affuble manners, of dig- 
nified deportment, of a most 
amiable disposition, and of un- 
feigned piety. The honor of 
his Redeemer, and the prosperi- 
ty of his kingdom, was the first 
object of his desire. 

Though called to act in a less 
extensive sphere than Justinian, 
Sully, and Pitt. the happiness 
of his people under his adminis- 
tration, and the permanency of 
those institutions which he con- 
tributed primarily to establish, 
are a testimony to his talents 
and virtues, which entitle him 
to a rank among the best of 
statesmen. History does not 
inform us, precisely, to whom, 
among the fathers of Connecti- 
cut, we are chicfly indebted for 
our constitution and our funda- 
mental Jaws. From whet ap- 
pears, however, Gov. Haynes 
was the principal. During his 
residence in Massachusetts, he 
was considered the only man, 
who, in talents and influence, 
could equal Gov. Winthrop.— 
Of course, he was thought the 
most proper person to stand at 
the head of the sister colony. 

As a patriot, the character of 
Gov. Haynes is conspicuous.— 
At his emigration for America; 
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he left his children in his native 
country, to whom, at his de- 
cease, he transmitted his pater- 
nal inheritance. He brought. 
however, a large property to 
New-England, a great part of 
which was consumed for the 
support of the infant colony.— 
Having never lefi his native land 
for the purpose of amassing 
wealth, but to enjoy the uncor- 
rupted religion of his Saviour, 
and to assist in rearing church- 
es for his praise ; his disinter- 
estedness was ever a most dis- 
tinguished feature of his char- 
acter. During his short resi- 
dence in Massachusetts, he af- 
forded that colony important 
services. At his induction to 
the office of governor, he infor- 
med the legislature that he 
should receive none of the ac- 
customed emoluments of office. 
—On his removal to Connecti- 
cut, he found the colony imme- 
diately involved in a most dan- 
gerous Indian war. The war, 
though successful, left the peo- 
ple in unexpected embarrass- 
ments, which were soon succee- 
ded by a severe scarcity. The 
few that were rich, cheerfully 
devoted their property to the 
public necessity, and saved the 
infant plantation. The Govern- 
or, first in influence, was first in 
personal exertions, and in unre- 
served devotion to the public 
welfare. The colony, for many 
years, was small; they were 


placed in the interior of the. 


country ; surrounded with many 


savage tribes. whose friendship | 


was always doubtful; yet, by 
the wisdom, the liberality, and 
the unwearied exertions of their 
illustrious Christian patriots. 


under the favor of that God who 
had led them to the wilderness, 
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they were preserved, they were 
prospered, and increased. Mr. 
Haynes possessed a most ardent 
desire for the prosperity of the 
colonies and churches of New- 
England, and for the advance- 
ment of that object, he could 
not,make too great a sacrifice. 

Asaman, Mr. Haynes pos- 
sessed a most amiable character, 
and was greatly beloved. Bles- 
sed are the fieace-makers. Such, 
eminentiy, was he, and that bles- 
sing he now enjoys. The set- 
tlements and churches of Con- 
necticut, fora numberof years al- 
ter their commencement, enjoy- 
ed great quietness and harmony. 
This is the more to be noticed 
as all new settlements are ne- 
cessarily exposed to a great va- 
riety of difficulties, and to innu- 
merable unforeseen occurrences, 
calculated to disturb the public 
tranquillity. By the example, 
the vigilance, and the constant 
exertions of the governor, with 
the cordial co-operation of his 
illustrious coadjutors, these evils 
were in a great measure avoid- 
ed. 

To all the eminent virtues of 
Gov. Haynes, he ailded the 





humble, faithful piety of a Chris- 
tian. He was a man of pure 
morals, of incorruptible integri- 
ty, of ardent love to Christ and 
his earthly kingdom, without that 
tincture of extravagance which 
appeared in the characters of 
many eminent Christians of his 
time. With the easy: manners 
of polished life, and the digni- 
fied deportment of the magis- 
| trate, he united the characteris- 

tic meckness of ahumble foliow- 

erof Immanucl. To the spir- 

itual interests of his own soul, 
| to the religious instruction and 
| government of his family, he 
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was peculiarly attentive. The 
public worship of God, his holy 
sabbath, and the ordinances of 
his church, while they were the 
great comfort of his pilgrimage 
in the American wilderness, 
commanded his constant exer- 
tions for their support. To the 
many ritesof human invention, 
which incumbered the religious 
services of the English establish- 
ment. he could not submit.— 
The simple form of the New- 
England churches he approved, 
as agreeable to the divine at- 
tern ; and, inanticipation of their 
fuiure increase, he greatly re- 
joiced, His efforts and his 
prayers that the churches might 
continue uncorrupted, that they 
might not forget their first love. 
nor decline from their original 
purity. were ardent and unceas- 
ing to the end of his days. In 
the beginning of the year 1654, 
this venerable servant of Christ 
was dismissed from his labors 
and entered into his rest, Bles- 
sed are the dead that die in 
the Lord,—that they may rest 
from their labors; and their 
works do follow them. 


GOVERNOR HOPKINS, 


Mr. Epwarp Hopkins, des- 
cended trom a reputable ances- 
try, was born at Shrewsbury. in 
England, in the year 1600.— 
After enjoying the benefi: of a 
good education in his childhood, 
he received a mercantile educa- 
tion in the city of London. He 
then became a merchant in that 
city, and was employed, princi- 
pally, in the trade to Turkey. 
While in this employment, he 
became associated with certain 
pious Non-conformists, with 
whom he contracted an intimate 
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acquaintance and cordial friend. 


ship. As he loved the religion 
of the gospel, he became strong- 
ly attached to those ministers o! 
Christ. who loved end taught 
his religion in ils native purity, 
As the Christian colonies of 
New England were now rising 
to view, as many persons of 
reputabie character and eminent 
piety, unwilling to submit tothe 
burdensome ceremonies pre- 
scribed by the church of Eng. 
land and now enforced by the 
arm of persecution, were resol- 
ving to seek an asylum on 
these western shores, and unite 
their efforts with those who had 
braved the first dangers of the 
wilderness, to establish a branch 
of the visible church of the 
Redeemer according to his own 
precepts, Mr. Hopkins could 
not contemplate the noble de- 
sign without the deepest inter- 
est and solicitude, Finding that 
many persons, both of the cler- 
gy and laity, whose characters 
he venerated, whose virtues he 
tenderly loved, were engaged 
in this great enterprise, his 
spirit cou!d no longer resist the 
sacred impulse. Renouncing 
the delicacies of afiluent life, 
renouncing the prospects of 
gain in which he had been nur- 
tured from his childhood, he 
engaged with the sincerest ar- 
dor for the service of the infant 
colonies, and for the pagan na- 
tives of the American wilder- 
ness ; hoping, in the favor of 
the holy Redeemer, that this 
desert might rejoice in the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon ; 
—see the glory of the Lord, and 
the excellency of our God. 

Mr. Hopkins left his native 
country, in company with Mr. 
Eaton, Mr. Davenport, and 
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others, and arrived at Boston 
in June, 1637. The arrival of 
so valuable a company greatly 
animated the people of the in- 
fant colonies. It was about a 
year before this company fixed 
upon a place for their residence. 
Mr. Hopkins, however, deter- 
mined to unite with the Con- 
necticut colony, and early in 
the year 1638, removed from 
his temporary residence in Mas- 
sachusetts, and settled with his 
family in Hartford. He soon 
received that respect from the 
colony, to which, for his worth, 
he was justly entitled. The peo- 
ple could not be insensible that 
after mature deliberation Mr. 
Hopkins had selected their 
colony as the place to spend 
the remainder of his valuabie 
life. At the first General Elec- 
tion, in 1639, Mr. Hopkins was 
chosen one of the magistrates. 
—In the following year, Mr. 
Haynes being constitutionally 
disqualified, Mr. Hopkins was 
appointed governor. Except- 
ing the year 1642, in which 
Mr. Wyllys was governor, Mr. 
Hopkins held the place every 
second year, while he continued 
in the country. Mr. Haynes 
and Mr. Hopkins generally held 
the offices of governor and dep- 
uty governor. which were an- 
nually exchanged. 

Mr. Hopkins brought a large 
property into the country, which 
he employed in the most bene- 
ficial manner for the interest of 
the infant colony. In the com- 
mencement of new settlements, 
he would frequently purchase a 
place and begin a valuable im- 
provement, Without such ef- 
forts from wealthy and public- 
spirited individuals, with the 
prospect of but a distant and 
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uncertain return, in the feeble 
and embarrassed state of the 
colony, any enlargement of 
their borders could hardly have 
been attempted. In relinquish- 
ing the employments of com- 
merce, Mr. Hopkins renounced 
the pursuit of gain as a chief 
objec: ; to the service of Christ 
in the American churches he 
devoted his services and his 
wealth, and he never changed 
his purpose. 

Asa magistrate, Mr. Hopkins 
was greatly beloved. His man- 
ners were pleasing, his deport- 
ment was marked with that en- 
gaging gravity which always 
accompanies a rational and ha- 
bitual fear of God. It was his 
constant endeavor to regulate 
all his official duties by the 
rules of the divine law, and to 
conform the civil institutions of 
the colony, as far as possible, 
to the revealed precepts of God. 
He believed the true Christian 
character to be the first requi- 
site qualification of a good ma- 
gistrate, and was unwearied in 
his efforts to infuse that princi- 
ple into the fundamental institu- 
tions of the colony. By his 
extensive knowledge of business, 
by hislarge acquaintance abroad, 
improving a strong and well 
cultivated mind, Mr. Hopkins 
was eminently serviceable to the 
colony in. the management of 
their foreign connections and 
external interests. In the dis- 
charge of these important ser- 
vices, his disinterestedness, his 
assiduity, and perseverance, 
were equalled only by his fideli- 
ty. When the Union of the 
four colonies was effected, in 
1643, an event so important to 
the common welfare, Mr Hop- 
kins was one of the commis- 
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sioners from Connecticut. To 
the same office he was general- 
ly appointed in the succeeding 
years. 

In the Christian character, 
few can be found more deserv- 
ing of imitation than Gov. 
Hopkins. He loved the New- 
England churches, the order in 
which they were established, 
the gospel truths which they 
confessed, and the discipline 
which they sought to maintain. 
To the private duties of the 
Christian life he was constantly 
attentive. It was his usual 
practice to rise very early in 
morning, and spend some time 
in secret devotion. After which, 
he read and expounded the 
scriptures and prayed with his 
family. He was much distin- 
guished for uncommon fervor 
in prayer, and, at times, seemed 
almost on the verge of the 
heavenly state. The private 
meetings of Christians, of the 
nature of religious conferences 
he often attended, and afforded 
his cheerful assistance for their 
improvement. The piety of 
this excellent servant of Christ 
was equally conspicuous in the 
duty of Christian charity. As 
God had favored him with 
the ability, so did he possess 
the disposition, always to re- 
member the poor. In addition 
to the deeds of charity perform- 
ed by his own hands, he often 
committed considerable sums 
to the disposal of friends, with 
an injunction to do good unto 
all men, esfiectally unto them who 
are of the household of faith— 
Notwithstanding his great pub- 
lic liberalities, and his abound- 
ing charity, his estate did not 
become exhausted. 

Mr. Hopkins was afflicted 
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with very severe trials. His 
constitution was feeble and at- 
tended with many infirmities. 
He had a severe cough, with 
frequent turns of raising blood, 
for thirty years. His wife, on 
whom his affections were pecul- 
larly placed, who was a daugh- 
ter of Gov. Eaton’s wife by a 
former husband, was afflicted, 
for many years, with a distem- 
pered melancholy, which issued 
in an incurable insanity. In 
reference to this affliction, he 
observed,** I promised myself 
‘oo much content in this rela- 
tion and enjoyment ; and the 
Lord will make me to know 
that this world shall not afford 
it me.” 

In the year 1654, onthe death 
of his elder brother in England, 
from whom aconsiderable estate 
fell to Gov. Hopkins, he was 
under a necessity of going home, 
to attend to his affairs. He left 
his family in this country and 
expected to return. In 1654, 
through absent, he was chosen 
governor of the colony. Soon 
after his arrival in England, he 
was appointed Warden of the 
Fleet, a place which had been 
held by his brother, and after- 
wards, Commissioner of the Ad- 
miralty, and member of Par- 
liament. These employments, 
together with his private con- 
cerns, induced him to send for 
his family, who returned to 
England. Though re-establish- 
ed im his native land, he could 
never forget New-England, the 
country which he eminently lo- 
ved. He was, probably, more 
usefulto the colonies, after his 
return to England, than he could 
have been had he continued to 
reside among them. The New- 
Haven Colony compiled a body 
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of laws which they sent to Gov. 
Hopkins, that he might pro- 
cure them to be printed. 
He procured the impression 
at his own expense, and sent 
the prescribed number of copies 
to the colony. His influence 
was constantly exerted with the 
government and with influential 
characters, for the good of the 
colonies. 

But his valuable life was now 
drawing toaclose. Soon after 
his return to his native country. 
he found his infirmities increas- 
ing, and his feeble constitution 
sinking under their weight — 
This was aprincipal cause of his 
relinquishing the design of re- 
visiting America. In his latter 
years his Christian character 
seemed to brighten with increas- 
ing splendor. He would often 
speak of the anticipated joy of 
meeting his Christian friends 
in America, in the realms of 
glory.  Hiow often have I 
¢‘ pleased myself with thoughts 
‘of a joyful meeting with my 
‘father Eaton. I remember 
‘with what pleasure he would 
¢ come down the street, that he 
‘might meet me, when I came 
‘ from Hartford to New Haven. 
‘But with how much greater 
¢ pleasure shall we shortly meet 
¢ one another in heaven.” 

Early in the year 1657, his 
disorders increased to severe 
sickness. He was now sensi- 
ble that he was near the close of 
life. For atime, his mind was 
clouded with a distressing dark- 
ness. But after a few days, about 
the time that public prayers 
were offered for him on the sab- 
bath, the holy Comforter dissipa- 
ted the gloom, and letin upon 
his soul the rays of promised 
grace. His heart broke forth 
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in the most animated manner, 
“© Lord, thou hast kefit the good 
wine until now. O friends, could 
you believe this? I shall’ be 
blessed for ever, I shall quickly 
be in eternal glory. I have 
heretofore thought it an hard 
thing to die, but now I find it is 
not so. Oh, blessed be God 
for Jesus Christ.” One stand- 
ing by, observed to him, “ Sir, 
the Lord hath enlarged your 
faith.” He replied, “ Friend, 
this is sense ; the Lord hath 
even satisfied my sense; I am 
sensibly satisfied of everlasting 
glory.” He pronounced his af- 
fectionate blessing upon New- 
England ; adding, “ The Lord 
hath planted that land with a 
noble vine ; and blessed hast 
thou been,O land, in thy rulers.” 
In March 1657, in the city of 
London, he expired, in the 
fifty-eighth year of his age. 

In the disposition of his 
property, he manifested the 
same charitable spirit which 
had distinguished his life. His 
whole estate in New England, 
he gave to charitable and 
public uses. After several in- 
dividual legacies, one thou- 
sand pounds were given for the 
support of Grammar Schools 
in Hartford and New Haven.— 
Those funds are still preserved. 
From his estate in England, he 
ordered five hundred pounds to 
be paid to trustees whom he 
named in the colonies “ for the 
upholding and promoting the 
kingdom of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in those parts of the 
earth.” This fund is held by 
Harvard College. * 


——— 


* We seldom find nobler thoughts 
or more energetic expressions in an 
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GOVERNOR EATON. 


No one of our venerable 
fathers is better known in the 
histories of New England than 
the celebrated founder of the 
colony of New Haven. His 
talents, his piety, his perse- 
vering zeal, his uncommon 
sacrifices for the establish- 
ment of these colonies, will 
ever entitle him to the high ven- 
eration and grateful remem- 
brance of posterity. No men 
could have jess inducements of 
a personal nature, to exchange 
the feliciiies of their situation 
in their native country for the 
perils of a wilderness, than Mr. 
Eaton and Mr Hopkins. But 
their zeal for the church of 
Christ was paramount to every 
other consideration. Rather, 
God had now designed, in his 
adorable mercy, to establish 
Christian sett ments, and gos- 
pel churches in the American 
land. Such instruments were 
necessary to accompiish this 
great design. He who holds all 
heart, at his will, disposed them 
for the work. 

Theophilus Eaton was born 
at Stratford in Oxfordshire, in 
His father was 
the minister of the place ; but 
removed soon after and became 

a 


Epitaph, than in the one inscribed 
to Gov. Llopkins. 


EPITAPH. 


Part of 
EDWARD HOPKINS, Esa. 


But Heaven, not brooking that the 
Earth should share 

In the least atom of a piece so rare, 

Intends to sue out, by a new Revise, 

His Habeas Corfiue at the Grand 
Assize. 
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a minister in Coventry. He 
there contracted, in his child. 
hood, that peculiar friendship 
with Mr. Davenport, whose fa. 
ther was an eminent merchant 
in the town, which continued 
till their deaths. In Coventry, 
under the care of an able father, 
Mr. Eaton enjoyed the privi. 
lege of a good academic edy. 
cation, which was very profita- 
bly improved. His parents in- 
tended this son for the work of 
the gospel ministry, and, with 
that view, took much pains with 
his education. But on a discoy. 
ery of his -inclinations, as he 
advanced towards manhood. this 
object was relinquished, and he 
was educated for a merchant. 
In his youth he was distinguish- 
ed for sobriety, and an uncom- 
mon diligence in business. Such 
babits, united with a quick ap- 
prehension and a sound judg- 
ment, could hardly fail of com- 
manding success in his pursuits. 
Settling in the city of London, 
he engaged in the East-India 
trade, and soon became a merch- 
ant of great credit. He became 
a member of the East-India 
Compony, and was chosen dep- 
uty governor of the company. 
For several years, he was agent 
for the king at the Court of Den- 
mark. For his services and fi- 
delity, he received testimonials 
of particular acknowledgment 
from the East-India Company, 
and from the Danish king. 
During the time in which 
Mr. Eaton was engaged in his 
mercantile pursuits, the settle- 
ment of the Massachusetts col- 
ony was projected, on'the prin- 
ciples of religion, for the estab- 
lishment of Christian churches 
according to the precepts of the 
gospel. In this undertaking; 
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Mr. Eaton cordially engaged, 
and afforded important assist- 
ance. He was oneof the origin- 
al patentees of the colony, and 
atthe organization of the com- 
pany in England, he was chosen 
one of the Assistants. He did 
not then design to remove to A- 
merica, but by his influence and 
his property he afforded much 
assistance in the prosecution of 
the arduous enterprize.—At that 
time, Mr. Davenport was a min- 
ister in London, highly esteem- 
ed, and was very active in pro- 
moting the establishment of the 
New-England colonics. As Mr. 
Eaton enjoyed the ministry of 
this companion of his youth, as 
they were mutually engaged for 
the spread of the gospel of sal- 
vation in parts of the earth 
which had long been the seat of 
paganism, their friendship grew 
to an attachment not to be bro- 
ken, 

The persecution of the Non- 
conformists, which, under the 
administration of Archbishop 
Laud, raged with increased 
vigor, rendered the situation of 
those who scrupled to comply 
with the prescribed ceremonies 
peculiarly unpleasant, if not 
highly dangerous. Mr. Dav- 
enport was obliged to fly to Hol- 
land, and was absent about two 
years. After his return, the 
burdensome imposition of eccle- 
siastical rites continually in- 
creasing, he anda number of 
his friends resolved to imitate 
the faithful servants of Christ, 
who had for his sake been made 
a sfiectacle unto the world, and 
to angels, and to men. At the 
hazard of all worldly good, they 
would attempt the establishment 
of a settlement, in the unoccu- 
pied wastes of America, the 
Vor. V. NO. 9. 
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chief object of which should be 
the service and glory of God. 
In this undertaking, Mr. Eaton 
cordially engaged. A compa- 
ny was formed which was one 
of the most opulent and respec- 
table that ever came to New- 
England. They arrived at Bos- 
ton in the summer of 1637, and 
the spring following began the 
settlement and colony of New- 
Haven. 

Mr. Eaton was, at all times, 
the head and father of the colo- 
ny. At the first General Elec- 
tion in 1639, he was chosen Gov- 
ernor, and was rechosen every 
year to his death, in 1657. The 
colony had too great a sense of 
his worth, and of their own in- 
terest, ever toentertain athought 
of a change. Mr. Eaton was 
eminently calculated to be the 
leader of acolony. He posses- 
sed a large interest, the greater 
part of which was brought te 
this country. He was thorough- 
ly versed in business, and was 
always fruitful in expedients in 
times of unexpected difficulty 
and danger. The high charac- 
ter which he sustained in his na- 
tive country, joined with his 
talents and integrity, procured 
him- universal confidence. In- 
defatigable in his labors, his care, 
his exertions, his property, were 
always devoted to the interests 
of the colony. His talents, his 
disinterestedness, his devotion to 
the public welfare, gave him an 
influence and a command of the 
minds of men, which very few 
men have ever possessed. Hav- 
ing engaged in this arduous 
work for the honor of God and 
the service of the church of 
Christ, the consideration of per- 
sonal convenience,much less the 
temporary as 9 of pepular 
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applause, could never influence 
his conduct. The tempests of 
adversity could never divert his 
purpose, for he had cast anchor 
within the veil. 

As a civilian, the views of 
Mr. Eaton were, for his time, 
uncommonly liberal and exten- 
sive. He was the most inffu- 
ential agent in establishing the 
connection and union of the 
Colonies of New England, 
which laid the foundation of 
their permanent security and 
increase. From the formation 
of this union in 1643, he was 
always one of the commission- 
ers till his death. He was ever 
attentive ‘to all objects which 
concerned the common welfare, 
and perceived the true interests 
of the colonies with the most 
discerning judgment. Great 
reliance was placed on Mr. Ea- 
ton to guard the plantations 
against the encroachments of 
the Dutch from Hudson’s Riv- 
er, and his vigilance and pru- 
dence were equal to public 
expectation. I believe no man 
in the United Colonies posses- 
sed a greater weight of charac- 
ter than Gov. Eaton. 

As a magistrate, he was 
equailed by very few of his 
time. <A fact evincive of this, 
is the colony of New Haven 
was distinguished above all the 
others, for union, harmony, and 
internal tranquillity. This ex- 
cellent magistrate inspired even 
the natives with such a confi- 
dence in his justice and his as- 
cendancy over his own people, 
that the colony suffered very 
little from any of their hostile 
machinations. In his public ad- 
ministrations, he maintained the 
operation of the laws. and ad- 
ministered justice with incor- 
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ruptible integrity and inflexihfe 


firmness. In his private char- 
acter, he was affuble and cour- 
teous, but, in his official capaci- 
ty, he would never suffer any 
disobedience or contempt. The 
accounts of the time represent 
him as possessing, on the bench 
of justice, a majestic dignity, 
not to be described. While the 
faithful citrzen always enjoyed 
his protection, the wicked never 
dared to defy his authority — 
When laws are few, and no 
established usages exist, such 
personal virtues and influence 
in the magistrate are essential 
to the safety of civil society — 
Gov. Eaton was the principsl 
legislator of his colony. The 
judicial laws contained in the 
scriptures were his great guide, 
and he ever kept in view the 
original design of the planta- 
tion, the maintenance of pure 
religion, and the enjoyment of 
civil liberty. At the request of 
the legislature, he compiled a 
code of laws for the colony, 
which were examined and ap- 
proved in 1655, and were pub- 
lished in England by the care 
and liberality of Gov. Hopkins. 
As a prodigy in the history of 
mankind, notwithstanding the 
extraordinary influence of Win- 
throp, Bradford, Haynes, Hop- 
kins, Eaton, we find no feature 
in their laws, which indicates 
any desizn to extend the powers 
of the chief magistrate to the 
disadvantage of the public lib- 
erty. 

In his private life, Mr. Eaton 
possessed a uniform gravity and 
dignity of manners, which 
showed how awful and excel- 
lent is exalted virtue. He was 
always friendly and benevolent, 
with his friends easy and pleas 
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ant, but his characteristic gavi- 
ty never forsook him. Fond of 
books, as much of his time as 
could be spared from more im- 
portant duties, he spent in his 
study. His mind and his heart 
were always engaged to pro- 
mote the welfare of his own 
and the other colonies of New- 
England.- He considered this 
as the fairest and perhaps the 
last experiment for the estab- 
lishment of a Christian com- 
monwealth. The object was 
too great, the claims of posteri- 
ty too strong, not to engage all 
the powers of hissoul. On an 
occasion of peculiar trials, his 
wife observed to him, * Let us 
even go back to our native 
country.” He replied, referring 
to the probability that she would 
outlive him, “* You may, but I 
shall die here.” 

In his Christian character, 
Gov. Eaton was distinguished 
for humility. He always bore 
an habitual sense of the holy 
presence of God. His holy 
and universal government, his 
infinite perfections, his own 
weakness and guilt, were ever 
familiar to his mind. Under 
the trial of the loss of a son of 
great hopes, his usual constan- 
cy, for a moment, seemed to 
fail. He then observed, * There 
is a difference between a sullen 
silence, or a stupid senselessness, 
under the hand of God, and a 
child-like submission thereun- 
to.” It was a frequent remark 
with him, * Some count it a 
great matter to die well, but I 
am sure it is a great matter to 
live well.”——In his conversation, 
Mr. Eaton was noted for a sin- 
gular regard to perfect truth.— 
It was his uniform custom to 
retire to his study in the morn- 
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ing for secret devotion, before 
he entered upon the duties of 
the day. After this, calling 
his family together, he would 
read a portion of the scripture, 
and after some devout and use- 
ful reflections upon it, he would 
make a prayer, not long, but ex- 
traordinary pertinent and rever- 
ent ; in the evening some of the 
same exercises were again at- 
tended.” On Saturday evenings 
and on the Sabbath, he would 
read a sermon in his family 
and sing. On the Sabbath, it 
was his practice to catechize 
his family, and question them, 
particularly, with regard to what 
they had heard at public wor- 
ship. Solemn days of Humili- 
ation and Thanksgiving were 
spent in the same manner. His 
family, though very numerous, 
sometimes not less than thirty 
persons, *was regulated with the 
greatest order, and every indi- 
vidual received his particular 
attention for religious instruc- 
tion. By his domestics he was 
greatly beloved, and his domes- 
tic example was always con- 
sidered the greatest benefit to 
all who lived in his house. 

In January 1657, after a short 
illness, this venerable servant 
of Christ, in the sixty-seventh 
year of his age, was released 
from scenes of incessant care 
and labor, and, leaving a berea- 
ved people in tears, was remo- 
ved to join the holy assembly of 
the sfirite of just men made 
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HERE is no subject more 
interesting to mankind 
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than the foundation upon which 
they build their hopes of eternal 
life. This foundation, it is con- 
ceded by all, is laid in the a- 
tonement of Christ. It is of 
more importance, therefore, to 
form just and clear ideas upon 
this subject than any other — 
We need to view it in every 
light, in which scripture repre- 
sents it. In writing to the saints 
at Rome, the apostle, having 
shown the fallen and perishing 
state of mankind, brings into 
view the atonement of Christ as 
the onlyground upon which God 
freely pardons and saves sinners: 
“ Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God hath set forth to be a propi- 
tiation through faith in his blood 
to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins,—to de- 
clare, I say, at this time his 
righteousness ; that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him, 
who believeth in Jesus.” The 
apostle does here represent the 
necessity of the atonement as 
arising from the perfection, or 
rectitude of the divine charac- 
ter. It was necessary that God 
might appear consistent in just- 
ifying the believing sinner— 
Though the perishing state of 
mankind gave the occasion, yet 
the rectitude of the divine cha- 
racter made the necessity of the 
atonement. And though sin- 
ners arc to receive benefit from 
the atonement; yet the ultimate 
design ot it is to declare God’s 
righteousness, and set his char- 
acter in a true and amiable light. 
The atonement of Christ was 
necessary enitrely on God’s ac- 
count. If it was not necessary 
on the account of sinners, it 
will naturaily follow, that it 
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was necessary on the account 
of God. But it will easily 
appear that the atonement of 
Christ was not necessary on 
ihe account of sinners. When 
Adam had sinned and involved 
himself and his posterity in 
guilt and ruin, God might have 
destroyed him and them, as he 
did the fallen angeis, according 
to the rules of strict justice — 
This was a mode of divine 
conduct, which would have re- 
flected glory upon God, in the 
eyes of his intelligent creatures, 
and which would have done no 
injury to men. As sinners, 
they deserved eternal destruc- 
tion. And if distributive jus- 
tice had its natural course, it 
must have fixed all the fallen 
human race in complete and 
endless destruction. On the 
other hand, God might have 
pardoned and saved all the 
fallen race, without doing them, 
or any other creatures, any in- 
justice. It certainly cannot be 
an injury to transgressors to 
pardon and save them. Itisno 
injury to creatures to treat 
them detter than they deserve. 
If God had pardoned mankind 
without an atonement, he would 
not have injured them, nor any 
other of his creatures. What 
injury could it have been to 
holy or sinful angels, if God 
had forgiven and saved the 
fallen race of man? If he treat- 
ed them according to their 
deserts, they could have had no 
ground of complaint, though 
he treated men better than their 
deserts. Hence it is evident 
that the atonement of Christ 
Was not necessary on account 
of sinners. Lhey might have 


been treated according to their 
deserts, or better than their 
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deserts, and no injury have 
been done them. This Adam 
felt, and this all his posterity 
feel, who attend to the subject. 
—When Adam fied from the 
presence of God in distress and 
despair, it was not owing to 
this, that God was about to in- 
jure him. He knew that God 
would not injure him, if he 
destroyed him, and much less, 
if he saved him. And every 
sinner knows the same. When 
sinners attend to their fallen, 
petishing condition, they are 
sensible, that they deserve to 
die, and that eternal death would 
not be a punishment greater 
than ,they deserve. There is 
nothing in them to obstruct the 
course of justice. There is 
nothing in them to prevent 
their final and endless rvuin.— 
Nor is there any thing in them 
to prevent their salvation. If 
God should please to save 
them, he would not violate the 
rules of justice. Justice is not 
violated by treating creatures 
better than they deserve, but 
only by treating them worse 
than they deserve. If there 
had been no atonement, there- 
fore, sinners might have been 
saved or lost, without any inju- 
ry or injustice being done to 
them. But though God might 
have treated sinners according 
to their deserts, without doing 
any injury to them or to him- 
self, had there been no atone- 
ment, yet he could not treat 
them detter than their deserta, 
without doing injury to himself, 
had there been no atonement. 
The atonement, therefore, was 
Necessary entirely on his ac- 
count. If he saved sinners 


without injury to himself, there 
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Though it is evident that it 
was wholly on God’s account 
that the atonement of Christ 
was necessary, yet it is of im 
portance to pursue the subject 
ana to see why the atonement 
was necessary on his account. 

None will suppose it was ne- 
cessary that God should save 
sinners ; but on supposition he 
did save sinners, an atonement 
was, on his account, absolutely 
necessary, On this subject the 
apostle says—* that he might be 
just and the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus.” By 
this it appears, that the atone- 
ment of Christ was necessary, 
in order to make it consistent 
with the justice of God to par- 
don sinners ;—that he might 
be just and yet forgive. And 
it is easy to see that nothing 
but the justice of God stood in 
the way of his saving sinners 
without an atonement. Had it 
been consistent with justice, it 
would have been consistent 
with wisdom. For ought we 
know, it would have been as 
really a display of wisdom to 
have saved sinners without an 
atonement as with one, had 
it been consistent with divine 
justice. Wisdom, therefore, 
did not stand in the way of 
man’s salvation without am a- 
tonement. 

Nor did goodness, or gen- 
eral benevolence. God’s guod- 
ness would naturally lead him 
to treat all his creatures as 
well as he could, consistently 
with the whole of his moral 
character. And with respect 
to grace, it is certain this would 
have been actually displayed in 
saving sinners without an at- 
onement. Grace consists in 





must be an atonement made. 





bestowing happiness upon these 
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who deserve misery. And this 
would have been a bright dis- 
play of divine grace. What 
then could there be in the di- 
vine nature or character, which 
rendered the atonement of 
Christ necessary, in order to 
save sinners, but the divine jus- 
tice? There was nothing in 


man that required an atone- 


ment, and there was nothing in 
God which required an atone- 
ment, but his justice. Justice 
is one of the moral perfections 
of God, which is essential to 
his nature. Ail God’s moral 
perfections are really compri- 
sed in love. ‘ God is love.”— 
And before the creation, there 
‘was no foundation for consider- 
ing love as branched out into 
various and distinct attributes. 
But after the creation, new re- 
Jations arose,and in consequence 
of new relations new obligations 
were created, both on the side 
of the Creator and of his crea- 
tures. Before creatures were 
formed, God’s love was exerci- 
sed wholly towards himself.— 
But after moral beings were 
brought into existence, it was 
right in the nature of things, 
that he should exercise proper 
affections towards them, accor- 
ding to their moral characters. 
Hence God’s goodness, justice 
and mercy are founded in the 
nature of things : that is, while 
God remains the Creator, and 
men remain his creatures, he 
must exercise these distinct 
feelings towards them. He 
must be disposed to do good to 
the innocent, to inflict punish- 
ment upon the guilty, and at 
the same time to forgive them. 
Now there never was any diffi- 
culty in the way of God’s doing 
good to the innocent ; nor in 
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the way of his punishing the 
wicked ; but there wasa diff. 
culty in the way of forgivin 

and sparing the wicked. God’s 
goodness is a disposition to do 
good to the innocent. God’s 
justice isa disposition to punish 
the guilty. And his mercy is 
a disposition te pardon and save 
the guilty. Now the difficulty 
in the way of man’s salvation 
was to reconcile God’s disposi- 
tion to punish, with his disposi- 
tion to forgive : or in other 
words, to reconcile his justice 
with his mercy. This was a 
difficulty in the divine govern- 
ment. For God had revealed 
his justice in his government. 
He had given law to man. And 
in that law he had clearly ex. 
hibited his justice. In the pen- 
alty of the law he had declared, 
that the transgressor deserved 
eternal punishment ; that he 
had a right to inflict an eternal 
punishment ; and that he had 
a disposition to inflict an eternal 
punishment. There was a full 
and striking exhibition of God’s 
distributive justice, in the first 
law given to man: “In the 
day thou eatest thereof, thou 
shalt surely die.” But this law 
clothed with the authority and 
sanctioned by the justice of 
God, man violated and exposed 
himself to the awful penalty. 
And man violated this law, as 
the head of a numerous poster- 
ity, who were by a divine con- 
stitution, involved in the same 
state of wretchedness and guilt. 
What now could be done? It is 
easy to see, that justice might 
be done, without the least diffi- 
culty. And this had been done 
ina similar case. Fallen angels 
had been doomed to eternal 
destruction, for the first offence. 
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But how could mercy and grace 
be displayed ? This none of the 
intelligent creatures could tell. 
Angels could not. For they 
had seen justice displayed, and 
the door of mercy for ever shut 
against sinners. Man could not 
tell. He knew that his Creator 
and Lawgiver had clearly ex- 
hibited his punitive justice, and 
if this had its course, he must 
inevitably and eternally die— 
How then could grace be dis- 
played consistently with justice? 
This question God alone was 
able to resolve. He knew he 
could be just to himself, if his 
justice were displayed in the 
sufferings of a proper substi- 
tute inthe room of man. And 
as to man he would not be in- 
jured, whether destroyed or 
saved. All God had to consult 
was to secure inviolate justice 
with respect to himsclf. For 
by securing this, he would at 
once support his own character, 
law and government. And tho’ 
none but God could find a being, 
who was able to take the place 
of man, and by suffering, dis- 
plav his inflexible disposition to 
punish sin ; yet 4e was able to 
provide himself alamb without 
spot or blemish, whose sacri- 
fice would satisfy divine justice. 
This was the Son of bis love, 
the second person in the Trini- 
ty, equal in every divine per- 
fection with himself. This was 
the only substitute to be found 
in the universe, equal to the 
great and arduous work of 
making full atonement for sin. 
Hence it was absolutely neces- 
sary that Christ should make 
atonement, if sinners were 
saved consistently with the jus- 
tice of Gad. And he must 
make this atonement by endu- 
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ring natural evil, or sufferings. 
For suffering was what God 
threatened to sinners, in order 
to display his justice upon them. 
Suffering, therefore, was the 
only thing that could display 
God’s justice by a substitute.— 
But this could.—God, by in- 
inflicting the pains of death 
upon Christ, a being of infinite 
dignity, could display his in- 
finite disposition to punish sin- 
ners, as clearly and more clear- 
ly, than by inflicting eternal mis- 
ery upon tiem. We all know that 
inflicting natural evil upon one 
person may display displeasure 
against another. The pun- 
ishing an ambassador of an 
earthly Prince displays displeas- 
ure against the Prince. The 
punishing even a subject of a 
Prince may display displeasure 
against the Prince. The highest 
displeasure may be manifested 
against a parent by punishing 
his son. Just so, God, by sub- 
jecting the Son of his love to 
death, in the room of sinners, 
could display his disposition to 


| punish sin, in the most striking 


and awful manner. According- 
ly, when Christ actually took 
the sinner’s place, and died on 
the cross, the justice of God 
was displayed, in a clearer light, 
to angels and men, than it 
ever had been, or ever will be 
again, by the punishment of 
the wicked themselves. The 
sufferings of Christ on the 
cross made the atonement, and. 
completely satisfied the justice 
of God towards himself. In 
consequence of this display of 
divine justice God can appear 
with the same character, when 
he pardons believers as when he 
punishes unbelievers. He can. 
appear to have the same hatred 
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of sin, when he forgives it, as 
when he punishes it. On this 
account the atonement of Christ 
was absolutely necessary. Just 
as necessary as that God should 
give a manifestation of himself 
:9 his intelligent creatures.— 
And this was as necessary as 
his own glory, law and govern- 
ment, all which depend on his 
being known in his true char- 
ecter. 

From the preceding observa- 
tions respecting the necessity 
of the atonement, we may de- 
rive several important reflec- 
tions. 

1. Since the atonement was 
necessary entirely on God’s ac- 
count, to render it consistent 
with his justice to exercise mer- 
cy, the atonement of Christ is 
sufficient for all. It may and 
must extend to all. If it ren- 
ders it consistent for God to ex- 
ercise mercy in one instance, it 
is consistent for him to exercise 
it in another and in every in- 
stance. The atonement has just 
as favorable an aspect upon the 
non-elect as upon the elect. It 
opens as wide a door for their 
salvation. Andit removes all 
natural impediments outof their 
way as much as out of the way 
of the elect. And this it does 
without any inconsistency. It 
provides nothing that shall be 
lost. If the atonement did not 
equaily extend to all, it would 
be just as inconsistent with the 
character of God, to offer sal- 
vation to all, without exception, 
as it would have been to have 
offered salvation to sinners, had 
no atonement been made. And 
if God could have offered salva- 
tion without an atonement, he 
could have bestowed salvation 
without an atonement. It is 
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therefore as evident that the 
atonement extends to all, as that 
any atonement has been made, 
If any was made, it must extend 
to all. If any was necessary, 
an atonement for all was equal- 
ly necessary. Accordingly the 
scriptures do represent the 
atonement as universal, 

2. If the atonement was ne. 
cessary entirely on God’s ac. 
count, to satisfy his justice to- 
wards himself; then the atone- 
ment did not satisfy justice to. 
wards sinners. Justice. as it 
respectsthem, standsin full force 
against them. Nothing Christ 
did altered their character, or 
deserts, nor the law by which 
they werecondemned. Theill- 
desert of sin is founded in the 
nature of things and cannot be 
removed. The justice of the 
moral law is founded in the na- 
ture of things, and cannot be 
destroyed. Christ came not to 
destroy the law, and indeed he 
could not destroy it. The atone- 
ment of Christ has left every 
thing respecting the personal 
character, ill-desert and condi- 
tion of sinners, as it was before. 
Its whole design and efficacy res- 
pect the character and govern- 
ment of God. His justice is 
satisfied. And this is what the 
assembly of divines mean, when 
they say, in answer to the ques- 
tion— How does Christ exe- 
cute the office of a priest ?”— 
‘ By his once offering up himself 
a sacrifice to satisfy divine jus- 
tice.’ But it was not in the least 
the design or the effect of the 
atonement to remove the ill- 
desert of sinners. ‘Yor this is, 
in the nature of things, impos- 
sible. Sinners are now as prop- 
erly the objects of the divine 
displeasure,and as justly subjec- 
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ted to the punitive justice of 
God, as if no atcnement had 
been made. 

Since the atonement of 
Christ was necessary entirely 
on God’s account; he did not 
by his death merit any thing 
for sinners. He merited for 
himself and shall be rewarded. 
But sinners do not possess any 
meritin any respect, on account 
of the atonement. It was nei- 
ther necessary nor possible that 
Christ should merit any thing 
for sinners. The notion of 
merit originated from the sup- 
position, that Christ died for 
sinners to pay theirdebts. But 
there was no need of paying 
what might be demanded of 
sinners, that they might be 
saved. For nothing less than 
the endless torments of hell 
could have answered this pur- 
pose. Nor was it possible that 
Christ should have paid for 
sinners what divine justice de- 
manded. He might have an- 
wered the design of divine jus- 
tice in threatening ceath to sin- 
ners, but he could not have 
suffered the endless torments 
of hell for sinners so as to re- 
move all demands of divine 
justice against the offenders. 
A substitute cannot pay a debt 
for another. Christ could not 
bear the penalty of the law, so 
as to take it away from sinners. 
But he did answer the design 
of God in threatening death to 
sinners, Yet this gave no mer- 
it to sinners, but leaves them as 
cuilty as if he had not died as 
a substitute. 

4. Since the atonement was 
designed to satisfy the justice 
of God towards himself, free 
pardon is consistent with full 
satisfaction. Many have found 
Vor. V. NO. 9. 
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it difficult to see how penitent 
and believing sinners are freely 
forgiven, since an atonement has 
been made for the sin of the 
world. They have thought 
there could be no grace in pare 
dening sinners, since the Lord 
Jesus Christ has died in the 
stead of sinners. But if the 
design of Christ’s death be 
correctly understood, it will be 
perceived that it is now an act 
of free grace to forgive those, 
who believe on his name, as 
much as ifno atonement had 
been made. For the atonement 
has not removed, nor lessened 
the ill-desert of sinners. They, 
who are saved, are justified 
freely, by the grace of God 
through the redemption that 
is in Jesus Christ. 

5. From what has been said 
we learn the absurdity of those, 
who deny the necessity of an 
atonement. This the Socinians 
deny ; because they say God 
is merciful. But he is also just. 
And he is as much bound to re- 
gard and maintain the dignity 
of his justice, as to express his 
mercy. Indeed, the mercy of 
God is not such an attribute as 
opposes his justice. The mor- 
al character of God consists in 
love, or goodness. As the good- 
ness of God is displayed towards 
different objects, it is called by - 
different names. But God can 
no more disregard his justice 
in his conduct towards his crea- 
tures, than he can deny his own 
name, or destroy his moral 
perfection. If God had saved 


sinners from threatened and 
deserved punishment without 
an atonement, he would have 
sacrificed his justice, and have 
ruined his character and gov- 
Accordingly, the 
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word of God most plainly 
teaches the absolute and indis- 
pensable necessity of an atone- 
ment, that sinners might be 
saved from the eternal punish- 
snent, which God threatens to 
sinners in bis holy law. 

6. We learn the absurdity of 
supposing the atonement con- 
sists in obedience. The obedi- 
ence of a substitute for sinners 
would afford no display of di- 
vine justice towards the divine 
eharacter and government in 
his treatment of sinners. Be- 
sides the gospel most plainly 
and fully teaches us that the 
sufferings of Christ constitute 
the atoning sacrifice. 

7 The conditions of salvation 
are consistent with full satisfac- 
tion to divine justice through the 
atonement. Faith in Christ is 
required of sinners that they 
may be saved. ‘Their faith is 
hot saving on account of its 
own virtue, or excellence ; but 
simply because it receives the 
yemedy God has provided for 
the salvation of sinners. 
Though his justice be fully 
satisfied by the atonement, still 
it is consistent and proper for 
him to require sinners to be- 
heve on Christ that they may 
be saved. 

Finally—Acceptance of for- 
giveness through the atonement 
of Christ implies an approba- 
tion of divine ‘justice in con- 
demning and punishing sin- 
ners. There is no goodness, 
nor glory in the gospel, if the 
law, that condemns sinners, be 
not holy, just and good. The 
justice and the mercy of God 
are perfectly harmonious in the 
salvation of sinners throuch the 
atonement of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Solong as any do hate 
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the justice of God, they do also 
reject the mercy of God, as, it 
is displayed in the _ of 
his grace. 
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Memoirs of the Reverend 
TIMOTHY PITKLN. 


T is always pleasant to be- 
come acquainted with those 
of our fellow-men, who have 
done worthily, mM their day and 
place. Accordingly, the public 
are found to take a particular 
satisfaction in reading some 
account ‘of the lives of such. 
Biography, in general, is a 
pleasing study, and an enter- 
taining part of history. 
Among the pious and vir 
tuous of all ages and commun- 
ionsof Christians, there isalways 
manifested a particular desire 
to learn the character of those, 
who have been distinguished 
for their attainments in religion. 
The memory of the just is 
blessed. Mark the frerfect man, 
and behold the upright, for the 
end of that man is heace. The 
path of the righteous is as the 
shining light, which shineth 
more and more unto the ner- 
fect day. Biographical sketch- 
es of the lives of eminent 
Christians, and especially of 
faithful gospel ministers, answer 
two very valuable purposes, one 
to instruct, and the other to 
animate to duty, that we may 
be followers of those, who, 
through faith and patience, 
inherit the promises. 
The subject of the following 
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memoir was born in the year | 
1727, in the month of Februa- | 
ry, at East Hartford ; where | 
the Pitkin famlfy first establish- 
ed themselves, when they came 
from England, in the early set- 
tlement of the Colony, now, | 
State of Connecticut. They were 
among the most respectable 
settlers, for their piety and good 
character—of course, had great | 
influence on the moral, civil, in- | 
dustrious, and religious habits | 
of the original settlers—Wil- | 
liam Pitkin, father of the Rev. | 
Timothy Pitkin, was elevated, | 
after having acted in several | 
stations of trust and honor, to 
the office of chief Magistrate of 
the Colony. The freemen, by | 
their suffrages, elected him for 
their Governor ; and in the 
chair of the state, he was great- 
ly beloved, as well as respected. 
He married the daughter of the 
Kev. Mr. Timothy Woodbridge, 
of Hartford ;—by whom he had 
five sons, William,.—Timothy, 
—George,—E psphras, —and— 
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Ashtel. They are now all 
deceased.—The last deceased 
was the Rev. Timothy Pitkin. 
In his youth, he was favored 
with the best literary advantages 
—early put to the study of the 
Latin and Greek languages, 
and went through a regular 
course of collegiate, classical 
studies—and excelled in them. 
After four years’ residence at 
Yale College, in New Haven, 
he received the first honors of 
the Institution; and at the end 
of three years more, the second 
honors. About this time he 
was elected to the office of 
Tutor in the College, which 
he sustained with reputation to 
himself, and advantage to his 


a 
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Theology was most agreeable to 
him. Ofall professions and pur- 
suits in life, the gospel ministry 
waschosen by him. After a suffi- 
cient course of study, he passed 
an examination as to his knowl- 
edge of the doctrines of natural 
and revealed religion, and abili- 
ty to teach and defend them, 
and his motives and views in 
offering himself to receive a 
license to preach the gospel, 
and his personal experience of 
divine things, and was appro- 
ved, as well qualified to preach 
the gospel. He was soon request- 
ed to preach at Tarmington, 
to the church and people there, 
which had become vacant by 
the death of their worthy pas- 
tor, the Rev. Samuel Whitman. 
—After hearing him several 
months, they with great union, 
presented him, with a call in 
form, to settle with them in the 
work of the holy ministry. He 
accepted of the call. And in 
June, 1752, he was set apart to 
the work of a gospel minister, 
with universal approbation, and 
solemnly invested, by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the 
presbytery and prayer, with the 
office of a Minister of the New 
Testament, according to the 
rules and usages of the Church- 
es of our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
New England. He continued 
to labor in word and doctrine 
among the people, now com- 
mitted to his pastoral charge, 
thirty-three years. till June 15, 
1785, when he was, to the 
great grief of his people, for 
various reasons by him suggest- 
ed, and particularly want of 
health, dismissed, by an eccle- 
siastical council convened for 
that purpose, from his pastoral 





pupils. But of all studies, that of 
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When Dartmouth College in 
the State of New Hampshire 
was instituted, he was elected 
one of the Board of Trustees ; 
which office he held several 
years ; and then resigned it. 

He was, also, aftera number of 
years, elected one of the Board 
of Trustees of Yale College, in 
New Haven, and continued to 
act, in that office, till age made 
it expedient, to resign his scat 
at that Board. 

Let us now trace his early 
consecration of himself to a 
life of piety. Delightful is it 
to see man, a rational creature 
and moral agent, placed here 
in a state of probation, devoting 
the bloom of life to the glory 
of God, and work of religion. 
In his youth he became hope- 
fully pious. At various sea- 
sons, he was in a greater or 
Jess degree, visited with the 
strivings of the Spirit of God, 
and affected with a sense of his 
sinful nature and state, and the 
danger of it. His religious 
impressions and convictions 
continued many months; but 
at some seasons were much 
higher than at others. He saw 
his wretchedness and guilt as 
a sinner—that his heart was 
enmity to God—that in himself 
he had no help—that he musi 
perish for ever, unless free and 
sovereign mercy should be ex- 
tendedtohim. This, at length, 
he hoped was extended to him, 
and his religious awakenings 
terminated in a real change of 
heart. For he felt reconciled to 
God’s holy character and law ; 
and hoped he had passed from 
death unto life, had become the 
subject of the regenerating in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghost.— 
He seemed to himself to be 
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willing to embrace an offered 
Saviour and purchased pardon 
—to love and admire the dj- 
vine character, and the purity 
of the divine law. After much 
examination and self-searching, 
he entertained a hope concern- 
ing himself, that he had expe- 
rienced a change of heart, such 
as the scripture makes essential 
to salvation. But after that the 
kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man afificared, 
Not by works of righteousness, 
which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved 
us by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing Of the Hotr 
Guosr. Ina suitable time, he 
made a public profession of re- 
ligion, and resolved to devote 
himself to the work of the 
evangelical ministry. The 
friends of Zion rejoiced, in 
the prospect that he might, in 
his day, be eminently useful in 
the church. He was both a 
scholar and gentleman. The 
God of nature gave him re- 
spectable talents. His memo- 
ry was retentive—his judgment 
sound—his apprehension quick 
—and his imagination lively. — 
—He was a kind parent—an 
affectionate husband—a firm 
fricnd—a lively Christian—and 
faithful Minister. In conver- 
sation he was entertaining and 
interesting—endowed with a 
happy talent at introducing 
moral and religious sentiments, 
in either the learned, or polite 
circle. 

As a minister of the gospel, 
he was grave and circumspect, 
but social and conciliating—was 
much esteemed by his own peo- 
ple. and by others, who had, oc- 
casionally, opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with him.— 
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He was candid, willing others 
should think for themselves, but 
firm in his attachment to what 
he conceived the truth. Under 
his ministry there was one great 
revival of religion. <A large ac- 
cession, as the fruit, was made to 
his church—Many were awak- 
ened to thoughtfulness—many 
convinced of their sin and dan- 
ger—many hopefully renewed. 
Of this day of God’s power and 
grace, he used often and affec- 
tionately to speak. He was a 
judicious and correct DIVINE— 
attached to the doctrines of 
grace——the doctrines of out 
Churches in New-England,— 
the doctrines maintained in all 
ages, even from the primitive 
apostolic times, as the essential 
doctrines of the gospel—the 
doctrines of the REFORMATION. 
Of these he had a clear and cor- 
rect understanding. ‘These he 
loved as the pure gospel. These 
he was able to defend, and well 
illustrate. These he fully, plain- 
ly, and solemnly preached ; and 
as the natural effect, many of 
his peopie were, from time to 
time, brought to a saving and 
experimental acquaintance with 
them. By his zeal, wisdom, 
and firmness, he was consider- 
ed as a pillar in the church, and 
in the support of orthodox prin- 
ciples. 

In preparing for the labors of 
the pesk, he was very diligent, 
and a close and faithful student. 
His attainments in theological 
science were respectable, and 
in solving cases of conscience 
he excelled.—To young Minis- 
ters he urgently recommended 
close application to study—to 
give themselves to reading, 
meditation, and prayer. 

His reputation for wisdom, 
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knowledge in ecclesiastical pro- 
ceedings—and ready talents for 
healing andcomposing divisions, 
uneasiness, and difficulties in 
churches and societies render- 
ed applications to him to sit in 
Councils for that purpose, fre- 
quent. 

In his preaching, he was dis- 
tinguished for an affectionate 
anc tender address. In compo- 
sing his sermons, his stile was 
plain, familiar, and diffuse—and 
his arrangement of his ideas, 
and his method lucid and easy. 
He had a taste for employing 
metaphors to inforce and illus- 
trate his subjects. His strain of 
preaching was evangelical. He 
dwelt much on doctrines, on the 
discriminating glories of the 
gospel. A Saviour’s name, di- 
vinity, and atonement often— 
often found a place in his ser- 
mons. ‘He gloried, like Paul, in 
the CROSS OF CHRIST, as the 
sum of the gospel. He appear- 
ed always to bein earnest, to 
bis hearers,to seek not their ap- 
plause, but their salvation. He 
seemed to feel what he deliver- 
ed—to speak as a dying man to 
dying men. This rendered bim 
acceptableand popular. Again, 

He had a pleasing animation 
and fervor. He prayed, he 
preached—he conversed with 
such, as were concerned about 
their salvation, and with Chris- 
tians on their exercises, experi- 
ences, and doubts as alive, not 
ina cold and formal manner.— 
He never concealed, or dis- 
guised, through fear of man, 
the essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. Believing these neces- 
sary to salvation, he boldly pro- 
claimed them from the sacreD 
DESK, let it displease whom it 
might. In pathetic eloquence, 











342 


few excelled him. And when 
tidings of revivals of religion 
in any place reached bim, he 
was filled with joy and thanks- 
giving. 
He wasaman of prayer. In 
his pulpit performances, he was 
universally allowed to excel in 
this part of them. Here he 
had uncommon gilts :—always 
solemn—alwaysdevout—always 
pertinent—especially, did he ex- 
cel on interesting and impor- 
tant occasions. ‘There was a 
variety—there was a copious- 
ness—there was an enlargement 
of heart peculiar to him, noticed 
by all strangers, as well as_ his 
own people. Ina word, he was 
a plain, experimental, practical, 
searching and powerful preacher. 
After his dismission from his 
pastoral charge, his time was 
almost entirely devoted to read- 
ing and self-examination, and 
particularly to reading the sa- 
cred Volume. Among his once 
dear charge, he witnessed ma- 
ny both affecting and painful vi- 
cissitudes. During the last two 
years of a life protracted toa 
great aye, he was called in a 
holy Providence tostruggle with 
much pain andinfirmity. Af- 
ter his confinement from the 
house and ordinances of God, 
he remarked that be felt a high- 
er sense of the communion of 
saints, than he ever felt before ; 
and on the Sabbath, while the 
people were gone up to the city 
of their solemnilties, he made it 
inis practice to set apart some 
special seasons of prayer for 
them, that they might have re- 
freshings from the presence of 
the Lord, and a sweet day of sa- 
cred rest. Generally, he ap- 
peared to maintain a lively sense 
of divine things—to have bright 
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and supporting hopes of heaven- 
ly felicity—and much delight in 
God, as infinitely glorious, and 
in addresses to him, as his God, 
and all his salvation.—In his last 
sickness he repeatedly observed 
to the writer of these lines, 
when visiting him—“ My chief 
concern Is to prepare to die :— 
to go to that God, to whom I 
pray, to be swallowed up in his 
glories : and to that Redeemer, 
whose life-giving blood is my 
only dependence for pardon and 
eternal life. I think I love 
my God! I think, I know, 
I Jove him, as my _ heavenly 
Father.”—— 

At another visit, in conversa- 
tion on the subject of his being 
soon in an awful. boundless eter- 
nity, he said, “* How dear to my 
heart is the name of my Sav- 
iour! He isto me all and in all ” 
Again, with tears streaming 
from his eyes, he said, “ I can- 
not endure the thought of being 
cast off from God for ever—of 
being in the place of misery 
with his enemies for ever—of 
being in hell where his name— 
the name of an infinitely and ho- 
ly Gop is blasphemed /or ever. 
—I cannot bear to be exiled 
from my Redeemer’s presence 
and glory.”—At another time, 
speaking of his pains and re- 
maining sins—of the present 
troubles of the world, and of our 
own country, he exclaimed, “ O 
how do I delight, at least, I 
think I do delight—to think of 
rest in God in his kingdom—of 
being in a holy heaven, where 
pain and sin never shall enter— 
to go no more out—to think of 
perfect—perfect holiness—per- 
fect obedience !—To die is gain. 
God has been good to me all 
my days. I bless him for ail his 
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mercies. O bless the Lord, for 
his mercy endureth for ever.— 
I often think how awful the idea 
of being a cast-away, after hav- 
ing preached the gospel toothers. 
—But I seem to think—O that 
I might not be deceived, that I 
can take leave of all on earth— 
a vain, distracted world, without 
regret. Amen, even 80, come 
Lord Jesus.” ——Such was the 
ministerial character—such the 
Jife--and such the death of this 
servant of the Lord —On,the 8th 
of July, 1812, in the 86th year 
of his age, he breathed his last, 
and has gone to an infinitely 
better world, we trust—where 
all tears shall be wiped away. 
Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord. 


Note....The Eprror observing 
that in the above Memoir of the 
Rev. Mr. Pitkin, there is no account 
of his family, for the satisfaction of 
his readers, would inform them ;— 
that the Rev. Mr. Pitkin married 
Miss Temperance Clap, daughter 
of the late venerable President Clap. 
—Mrs. Pitkin died in May, 1772, 
having supported a character of 
eminent Christian piety.—She, with 
the late Mrs. Mary Wooster, relict 
of the late General David Wooster, 
were the only surviving children of 
the late President Clap. 

By this connection, Mr. Pitkin 
had eight children. 

Samuel, who died Sept. 1777. 


Catharine, the wife of Rev. Na- 
than Perkins, D. D. West Hart- 
ford. 

Charles, now living in Farming- 
ton. 

Elizabeth, the wife of the Rev. 
Timothy Langdon, deceased ; she 
is now the wife of Mr. Benajah 
Storrs. 

Anna, the wife of Enoch Per- 
kins, sq. of Hartford. 

Timothy, now Member of Con- 


gress from the State of Connecti- 
cut. 
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Mary Clap, the wife of the Rev. 
Asahel S. Norton, of Clinton, State 
of New York. 

Temperance, the wife of Mr. 
a insdale, Merchant, Win- 
ste 
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A brief Narrative of the Reli- 
gious Revival in Cornwall, 
First Society, 1812. 


DURING the last winter and 
spring, many of the people of 
my ministerial charge, were un- 
usually attentive to preaching, 
conferences, and the means of 
religious instruction. Several 
were deeply impressed with di- 
vine truth, and it is hoped that 
more than sixty, after a season 
of great solicitude for their fu- 
ture happiness, have become the 
subjects of divine illumination. 
These subjects are chiefly the 
youth, children, and young 
heads of families. The society, 
by reason of numerous dissen- 
ters, is small, and consists of 
less than one hundred families. 
Inthe year 1804, the church 
was composed of about fifty- 
four members. In the year 1806 
and 1807, there were large ad- 
ditions made to both of the 
churches of thetown. There 
was a very extensive revival in 
both societies, and toward seven- 
ty were added to the church of 
my pastoral charge. 

The moralizing influence of 
this revival, in my society, has 
been great and abiding. Our 
youth have been sober; for five 
years past, midnight balls, gam- 
bling, and scenes of dissipation, 
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have scarcely been known among | 


us. 

The youth, in their social 
meetings, have often spent their 
hours in attending to religous 
books and the subjects on which 
they read. Also church pray- 
ing meetings have not been 
wholly neglected for any length 
oftime. But previously to the 
present revival the church was 
fast declining into languor and 
coldness. At the same time 
the society was exposed to di- 
vison by certain local circum- 
stances.—These things alarm- 
ed the most prayerful, and no 
doubt led them toimplore Him, 
who has the residue of the 
Spirit. The attention commen- 
ced among the youth, but no 
uncommon providences appear- 
ed to excite their attention. 

In September last, a few of 
our religious youth proposed 
to their young companions to 
meet them in conferences.— 
The conferences were weil at- 
tended, and evidently crowned 
with the divine favor—several 
young persons became very 
serious. Some were decply 
impressed with a sense of their 
danger as sinners—The atten- 
tion increased in a slow, but 
steady manner. 

In December, the church 
met very generally, and without 
public warning, to spend a day 
in fasting and prayer for the 
effusion of the Divine Spirit.— 
This was a solemn and affecting 
season.— Without any enthusi- 
asm it may be humbly hoped, 
that God condescended to hear 
the prayers of the church— 
New instances of deep impres- 
sion were heard of, weekly 





and almost daily.—During the | the degree of anxiety. 
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the spring, the work progres. 
sed continually. Several Neigh. 
boring ministers, furnished their 
friendly and pious aid, for which 
no doubt many will thank God 
for ever.—In the centre school, 
many small scholars were alar. 
med for their souls—they daily 
thronged the house of their min. 
ister, and it was very affeciing 
to see the dear creatures bathed 
in tears, hanging on the lips of 
their instructor.—Some of them 
give comfortable evidence, that 
they are the lambs of Christ ; 
for their conduct, as yet, is 
humble and exemplary. The 
people were taught in the pul- 
pit and from house to house— 
that they were moral agents, 
and that their guilt was the 
effect of their voluntary con- 
duct. That their hearts were 
desperately wicked—opposed to 
God, to his law, and to the way 
of salvation—and that after all 
the sincere and kind invitations 
of the Lord Jesus—they would 
inevitably perish in sin, if the 
sovereign and electing love of 
Jehovah did not interpose. The 
necessity of repentance and faith 
—the doctrine of regeneration, 
—the character of the eternal 
Son of God,—his mediation, 
offices, and promises, were ex- 
hibited to them ; and although 
these things were brought to 
their view, by their own teachi- 
er, with much imperfection, 
they proved mighty through 
God ; and ever adored be his 
grace ! 

The exercises of the serious, 
before the indulgence of hope, 
were substantially the same, 
but they were varied much in 
respect to circumstances and 
One 





winter, and the early part of person under very deep and 











1812.) 





distressing conviction was for | 
a season fully persuaded that 
the Spirit of God, had no influ- 
ence on her, because of the 
umazing depravity of her heart. 
A deep sense of the nature of 
sin, was common among all.— 
Yet all this work was still and 
solemn, and without any in- 
stances of disorder. When the 
subjects of hope emerged from 
despondency, they did not all 
perceive the great objects of 
faith and hope with equal clear- 
ness. But generally they had 
a just view of the glory of the 
exalted Redeemer, and founded 
all their hope on him as their 
only and eternal basis. Some, 
who have appeared reluctant to 
say much of their own exer- 
cises, have told their confiden- 
tial friends, that they felt as- 
sured of the love of God.— 
Their joy was elevated, but se- 
rene, and without any marks of 
euthusiasm. Before they had 
hope,—a hope was their prima- 
ry object ; but when divine light 
shone, the glory of God, of 
Christ, and the salvation of the 
souls of men seemed almost 
exclusively to engross their 
minds. 

One very extraordinary case 
of conviction and of renewal of 
heart, as there is good reason to 
hope, must not be unnoticed. — 
Itis of a man aged eighty-two. 
His life had been a continued 
course of total disregard to pie- 
ty. He rarely, if ever attended 
the worship of God. He ever 
felt inveterate dislike to the pro- 
fessors of Christianity.—A few 
months before he was excited to 
a sense of his sin and danger, 
he was,by sickness, laid upon the 
borders of the grave. Yet when 


Revival of Religion in Cornwall. 








345 





extremely hardened. He con- 


ducted as a reprobate. When 
his minister visited him (which 
was almost daily,) he was de- 
termined to cast off fear, and 
restrain prayer. He positively 
denied that he wasa sinner, and 
was very averse to prayer, and 
all religious conversation. Often 
he seemed angry with God for 
afflicting him.—After his re- 
covery, he was no less heedless 
than before. Yet this mean ap- 
pears a wonder among his ac- 
quaintance and a monument of 
mercy !—In the midst of the 
revival, when he knew little or 
nothing of it—he was arreste 
by the secret influences of the 
Almighty Spirit, for what 
power shortof Almighty could 
have reduced Aim to subjection ! 
As long as possible he conceal- 
ed the struggles of a hard heart 
and smitten conscience, and 
while his soul was filled with 
anguish, he was determined to 
retain his pride. He frequent- 
ly retired to the wood, and as 
he has since said, “ He felt as 
though his heart would burst, 
from a sense of his aggravated 
transgressions.” Afier several 
days of great distress, and at a 
certain time when alone in a 
wood, he reflected with wonder 
even toastonishment,on thelong 
suffering patience of the Lord, 
towards sinners, especially to- 
wards himself. There, it ap- 
pears, that the glory of God 
burst upon his soul. To use his 
own expression : “The woods 
seemed full of God.” When 
he thought of God he was hap- 
py ; but in viewing himself, he 
was deprived of comfort. He 
no more concealed his feelings, 
and was afterwards happy in the 








he expected to die, he appeared 
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promises of the gospel. When 
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his minister first visited him 
after these things, the interview 
was very interesting. He salu- 
ted him with great affection, 
and with many tears. He could 
say to him—* formerly I hated 
to see you, but now I love you.” 
He has made a public profes- 
sion; is much delighted with 
prayer and religious conversa- 
tion—apparently he is meck, 
humble and sincere ; and, as he 
is declining in health, we hope 
he is ripening for glory. 

Some persons, no doubt, 
should they read this narrative, 
will regard this account as the 
effect of weakness, enthusiasm. 
orimposture. But the story of 
this man is founded on facts.— 
As for the heart of man, God 
only knows. But is not God, 
Almighty ? and is not the 
King’s heart in the hand of the 
Lord ? 

Thirty-four have been added 
to the church at one time —and 
many others will probably pre- 
sent themselves for commun- 
jon soon.— Most of those who 
sing in public, are professedly 
the friends of reli,ion. 

In the second Society of 
Cormwall, several have indulged 
religious hope, and in both the 
Societies there are yet mani- 
festations of the Divine Spirit. 

TIMOTHY STONE. 
CornwaLt, 
August, ai. 
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{Iw our last Number we publish- 
ed An Adcress to the Christian 
Public within the limits of the 
North Association of Hartford 
County. here follows the Address 
and Constitution of an Auxiliary 
Foreign Mission Society in Hart- 
ford County.) 
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AMIDST the confusion of 
the nations God is doing great 
things tor his church and peo- 
ple. The happy days are rapid- 
ly hastening in which the prom. 
ise made to Christ shall be ful. 
filled, * Iwill give thee the heath. 
en fur thine inheritance and the 
uttermost farts of the earth for 
thy possession.’ Societies have 
been instituted for the purpose 
of sending the gospel to the 
Heathen Nations, and to trans. 
late the Holy Scriptures into 
their various languages. Among 
these an American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions has been instituted, 
whose prospects are thus far 
promising. Five young men 
have already gone to the Birman 
Empire, and others have it in 
contemplation to go when their 
education for that purpose shall 
be completed, and funds shall 
be furnished. 

We the subscribers, sensible 
of our obligations to aid in im- 
parting the blessings of the gos- 
pel to the heathen do herby as- 
sociate for that purpose, under 
the following regulations, and 
promise to pay the sums affixed 
to our names severally. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE |. The natne of this 
Society shall be the Foreign 
Mission Society of the North 
Association in Hartford County 
and its vicinity. 

2. he object of the Society 
shall be to raise money, /o suf- 
port Foreign Missions, and to aid 
the translation of the Bible into 
various languages. 

3. Every person, who shall 
subscribe the Constitution, and 
shall engage to pay to the Treas- 








urer of this Society, annually, 
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a sum not less than one dollar, 
shall be a member. 

4. Every person, paying the 
sum of fifteen dollars, which 
will be accepted at three equal 
annual instalments, shall be a 
member for life. 

5. The Officers of the Socie- 
ty shall be a President, Vice- 
Presidents, a Secretary, Treas- 
urer, and Auditor to be chosen 
by ballot at the annual meeting. 

6. The Society shall hold its 
annual meeting on the third 
Wednesday in October in cach 
year. 

7. The first payment shall be 
mude at the first annual meeting 
to the [reasurer when elected. 

8. The Secretary shall record 
all the proceedings of the Socie- 
ty, and shall give notice of the | 
annual meeting in the News pa- 
pers printed at Hartford, at least 
three weeks before the time of 
meeting, and special meetings 
may be called by the President, 
or in his wbsence, by either of 
the Vice-Presidents. 

9. Whatever expenses shall 
arise in transacting the business 
of the Society, shall be defrayed 
by moniesdrawn from the Treas- 
ury by an order signed by the 
President, or in his absence, by 
either of the Vice-Presidents, 
or in their absence, by the Sec- 
retary. 

10. The Treasurer, on re- 
ceiving the annual tax, shall pay 
the same, and all other monies 
received by him, to the Treas- 
urer of the American Board of 
Commissioners of Foreign Mis- 
sions, except as above excepted. 

11. The Auditor shall annu- 
ally, previous to the annual mee- 
ting, examine the accounts of 
the Treasurer, and a statement 
thereof shall be made and exhi- 
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bited to the Soeiety at each an- 
nual meeting, and the same be- 
ing accepted, shall be recorded 
by the Secretary. 

12. If the office of the Sec- 
retary or Treasurer shall be- 
come vacant during the year, 
the President, or in case of his 
absence, the Vice-Presidents 
shall designate a person to fill 
the vacancy. 

13. No alteration shall be 
made in this Constitution unless 
by a vote of two thirds of the 
members present at an annual 
meeting, nor unless the motion 
for the alteration shall have been 
made at least one year previous 
Lo its adoption. 


ee Ce 


INTERESTING, 


Eighth Anniversary of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. 


ON Wednesday the 6th of 
May, 1812, the British and For- 
eign Bible Society held their 
Eighth Anniversary at Free- 
mason’s Hall. The attendance 
was so numerous that the [fall 
was filled almost immediately 
after the doors were opened ; 
and many hundreds, among 
whom we regret to say were 
the Earl of Hardwicke, and sev- 
eral Members of Parliament 
and other Genilemen, subscri- 
bers to the Insiitutien, were un- 
able to obtain admission. At 
twelve o’clock Lord Teign- 
mouth, the President, opened 
the business of the day by read- 
ing the 8th Report ; which, 
from the variety and importance 
of the facts it enumerated, as 
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indicative of thé operations and 
success of the Institution, and 
the very animated and impres- 
sive sentiments with which it 
concluded, my be justly con- 
sidered the most interesting 
and valuable of those compila- 
tions for which the Society are 
indebted to the able, pious and 
indefatigable exertions of their 
truly Christian President —His 
Lordship, (who was relieved by 
the Rev. Mr. Dealtry in reading 
a part of the Report,) having 
brought it toa close, delivered 
a brief and impressive address ; 
and proceeded to read a letter 
from the Bishop of Durham, 
wherein that excellent prelate 
expressed his deep regret at 
being prevented by the state of 
his health at so advanced a pe- 
riod of life, from attending the 
meeting of a Society in which 
he took so cordial an interest, 
and desired that a draft of 50/. 
might be accepted as his Proxy. 
The Cash Accounts having 
now been read by the Assistant 
Secretary, the Bishop of Kil- 
dare, (lately appointed a Vice- 
President of the Society.) rose 
and moved, that the Report 
which his Lordship the Presi- 
dent had read should be adopted 
and printed under the direction 
of the Committee. The Bish- 
op prefaced this motion by an 
admirable speech, in which he 
stated the want and acceptabili- 
ty of the Scriptures, according 
to the authorised Version, not 
only among the Protestants, but 
also among very many of the 
Xoman Catholicks in Ireland, 
and spoke in terms of high com- 
mendation of the exertions made 
by the Dublin Association, and 
the Hibernian Bible Society of 
Dublin to meet the exigency. — 
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The Bishop asserted that the 
ignorance which prevailed jin 
that country on the subject of 
religion was not to be conceived, 
that the doctrines of the Refor- 
mation were utterly unknown 
in many parts of it. His Lord- 
ship then described in a very 
pious, simple and feeling man- 
ner, the recent accession of the 
Professor of Maynooth to the 
Protestant established Church; 
and concluded by an affecting 
appeal on behalf of a people 
who needed so greatly the as- 
sistance of the Society, and 
were so prepared to profit by it. 

The Earl of Hardwicke hav- 
ing been prevented by the pres- 
sure of the crowd from entering 
the Hall, despatched a letter, 
(which was read to the Meet- 
ing) wherein his Lordship ex- 
pressed his regret at being com- 
pelled to retire, and the more 
so, because it had been his in- 
tention to move the Resolution 
of Thanks to the President— 
Mr. Wilberforce, after adverting 
to the suddenness with which 
the duty of making that motion 
had devolved on him, delivered 
aspeech which would deserve 
to be classed with the happiest 
of his effusions on any preced- 
ing Anniversary. He compli- 
mented the Noble President on 
being the centre of the largest 
religious circle which the world 
had ever witnessed. “ Little 
did your Lordship expect,” (said 
Mr. W.) “when you returned 
to your native country, to en- 
joy that ease and retirement 
which your public labours 1n so 
arduous a Government had ear- 
ned, that so high and useful a 
destination was reserved for you 
as that to which your Lordship 
has been called.” Mr. Wilber- 
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force then proceeded to descant, 
with exquisite beauty and feel- 
ing, on the scene which he now 
had the satisfaction to witness. 
contrasting with it the stormy 
and tumultuous scenes in which 
so great a part of his time is 
spent. He seemed to have en- 
tered a higher region, within 
the beams of celesiial light, and 
to have left the clouds and 
storms of this lower world be- 
neato him. fhe institution ap- 
peared to him very aptly descri- 
bed in those beautiful lines of 
Goidsmith :-— 


“ Assome tall cliff that lifts its aw- 
ful form, 

** Sweils from the vale, and midway 
meets the storm ; 

“ Tho’ round its breast the rolling 
Clouds are spread, 

“Eternal sunshine settles on 
head.” 


The Bishop of Cioywner in 
seconding this motion, stated, 
that after the very eloquent and 
able manner in which the sub- 
ject of the proposed Resolution 
had been treated, he should not 
offer a single word by way of 
recommending to the meeting 
what every gentleman present 
must, from fuil conviction of 
the merits of the Noble Lord 
be eager to adopt. 

The Rev. Dr. WinTER, in 
moving the Thanks to the Vice- 
President, delivered a judicious 
and candid speech, in which he 
described in very appropriate 
terms, the happy union of Chris- 
tian parties which this Society 
exhibited. Lord Calthorpe, and 
Sir Thomas Baring, in several- 
ly seconding this and a prece- 
ding motion, delivered their 
sentiments briefly, but in a very 
feeling and impressive manner. 
The Bishop of Meath, (recently 


its 
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appointed a Vice—President,) 
moved the Thanks to the Com- 
mittee In a speech of great en- 
ergy. His Lordship concurred 
with the Bishop of Kildare in 
representing the state of Ire- 
iand as needing the benefit 
which it was in the power of 
‘his Society to impart. The 
Bishop remarked that only the 
>kirts of that cloud charged with 


‘iertilizing showers, to which 


the Noble President had com- 
pared this benevolent Society, 
had yet extended to Ireland.— 
His Lordship expressed the 
warmest satisfaction at witness- 
ing sO numerous a mecting, 
united thus cordially and ar- 
dently on an object of so much 
importance, and assured them, 
that he should endeavour to im- 
part a similar impression to the 
Clergy of that Diocese which 
constituted the sphere of his 
labours. 

The Right Honourable N. 
VANSITTART, M. P. seconded 
the motion of Thanks to the 
Committee ina speech distin- 
guished by his customary can- 
dor, elegance, and discrimina- 
tion. He bore the strongest 
testimony, from his own person- 
al experience, to the industry 
and harmony of the Committee, 
and the uniformity with which, 
merging all peculiarities of re- 
ligious sentiment, they pursued 
the great object of their appoint- 
ment. 

The Thanks to the Treasurer 
were moved by C. Grant, Esq. 
M. P. and seconded by T. Ban- 
INGTON, Esq. M. P. in a short 
but pertinent speech, delivered 
under the inconvenience of a 
cold which almost suppressed 
his utterance. 

The Bishop of Norwicn then 
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rose, and moved the Thanks to 
the Secretaries. His Lordship 
stated, that he could bear his 
testimony so their zeal ; and 
proceeded to expatiate on their 
services, to which himself had 
been witness, with that simpli- 
city, feeling, and liberality, by 
which he is so eminently dis- 
tinguished. 

Mr. Steinxoprr, in return- 
ing thanks, addressed the meet- 
ing briefly with that Christian 
pathos which characterizes all 
his addresses. He felt the re- 
spect paid to his colleagues as 
paid to himself. In the gar- 
ment of praise with which they 
are clothed, he felt himself a- 
dorned ; in their honour he was 
honoured. He confessed that 
oftentimes when he contempla- 
ted the magnitude of the duties 
which belonged to his office, 
and still more the responsibility 
which accompanied them, he 
was almost ready to sink under 
the weight; but he remember- 
ed that his Saviour had said 
“ My grace is sufficient for thee,” 
and then he felt encouraged to 
proceed. Adverting to the 
Continent of Europe, and the 
services which the Society had 
rendered to that part of the 
world, he directed the attention 
of the meeting to two foreign 
Clergymen, the Rev. Dr. Brun- 
mark andthe Rev. Dr. Schwabe, 
who were present, and who 
would probably favour the meet- 
ing with some observations on 
the subject. 

Dr. BruyMark (Chaplain to 
the Swedish Embassay) then 
came forward, and after appeal- 
ing as a Foreigner, to tie indul- 
gence of the audience, delivered 
a very sensible, pious and im- 
pressive Address. He did jus- 
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tice to the paternal kindness 
and activity of his own govern. 
ment ; but pointed out how, 
from various causes, a grievous 
scarcity of the Scriptures pre- 
vailed among the lower orders 
of the people throughout the 
Swedish dominions, which no- 
thing but British benevolence 
could have remedied, and for 
which the British and Foreign 
Bible Society had provided a 
remedy. Dr. B. then particu- 
larized the services which the 
Society had rendered by promo- 
iing the printing of the Scrip- 
tures in the Swedish, Laponese, 
and Finnish languages ; and de- 
scribed the value of these servi- 
ces, and the gratitude with 
which they were felt, in a man- 
ner which excited great interest, 
and produced a very consider- 
able effect. 

The Rev. Mr. Hucues fol- 
lowed, and offered his thanks to 


| the Meeting on behalf of him- 


self and his Colleagues, to whom 
he was not more united in office 
and in Jabour, than in respect 
and affection. Mr. Hughes 
then took a brief but luminous 
view of the Society’s exertions 
during the past year, and ad- 
verted, in very gratcful terms, 
to the kindness which had been 
shewn to himself and his Col- 
leagues, by the several local 
bodies to which their personal 
assistance had been given. He 
closed an excellent address, by 
glancing at the advantages 
which would result from this 
Society to Britain, whatever 
might be her destination. If 
she were to remain the arbitress 
of nations, she would have the 
means of extensive usefulness, 
and be a source of happiness to 
the world. If, on the contrary; 
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her connection with other na- 
tions should be destroyed, if 
she shou'd experience such a 
reverse aS to cut off the means 
of her commercial wealth and 
greatness, she would have with- 
in herself those resources which 
would sustain her under cala- 
mity, and make national ad- 
versity contribute to her im- 
provement. 

The Rev. Mr. Owen expres- 
sed himself unwilling to weaken 
by any thing he might say, the 
impression which must have 
been made by the union of feel- 
ing and judgment in the spee- 
ches of his Colleagues who had 
preceded him. He was also 
aware that the field to-day was 
occupied by reapers of high 
consideration ; and that as the 
sound of their sickle appeared 
to be so grateful in the ears of 
the Meeting, he should leave 
them in full possession of it.— 
If, however, a proper opportu- 
nity should offer at the close of 
the business, he should very 
cheerfully glean a few ears, 
and present them as an offering 
on the altar of the Society. 

The Bishop of Sarispury 
expressed the cordial satisfac- 
tion with which he took a share 
in the duties of this interesting 
occasion ; and moved the Thanks 
of the Meeting to the Synod of 
Glasgow, and the several Sy- 
nods, Presbyteries, &c. in North 
Britain, for their liberal contri- 
butions and support. This mo- 
tion was seconded by the Rev. 
T. White, M. A. ; 

Henry Tuornton, Esa. 
M. P. then came forward, and 
moved the Thanks to the sev- 
eral Auxiliary Societies, &c. In 
doing this, he entered into a de- 
tailed and very judicious consid- 
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eration of the advantages arising 
both to the funds and operations 
of the institution from the estab- 
lishment of Auxiliary Societies. 
He appealed to the prodigious 
item in the Cash Account of 
24,813/. 5s. 10d. furnished by 
Auxiliary Societies alone, in 
justificaton of his statement ; 
and after explaining in a variety 
of ways thesolid and permanent 
benefits connected with this sys- 
tem of localization, concluded 
a very able and satisfactory 
speech by representing the sev- 
eral Auxiliary Societies as pos- 
sessing claims to the warmest 
gratitude of the Meeting. 

Lord Gambier then rose and 
moved the Thanks to the Cor- 
responding Committee in Ben- 
gal. In doing this, his Lord- 
ship apologized for his inability 
to support the Motion as it de- 
served. The profession of arms, 
his Lordship observed, was not 
favorable to habits of public 
speaking. He did however, con- 
sider it a great honor to perform 
the lowest office in this blessed 
Society ; and therefore trusted 
that his feelings would be accep- 
ted as an atonement for the defi- 
ciency of his expression ; he 
should satisfy himself with sim- 
ply offering the Resolution 
which he held in his hand to 
their adoption. C. Grant, Esq. 
M. P. secondedthe motion. 

The Rev. John Townsenp 
(of Bermondsey), in moving 
the thanks to those Gentlemen 
who had contributed Books to 
the Library, delivered a very 
neat,candid and pleasing address. 
He drew a very happy parallel 
between the society as consti- 
tuted of different Christian de- 
nominations and the human 
body. Had you observed these 
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apart, you might have seen the 
brilliant eye, heard the eloquent 
tongue, and witnessed the ac- 
tive hand ; but you could not 
have contemplated the symme- 
try of the whole, had you not 
seen them embodied in the so- 
ciety self. Mr. Townsend was 
foliowed by the Rev. Mr. Sim- 
Eon, (of Cambridge), who ad- 


verred with much feeling to’ 
those laborers in the East, | 


Messrs Martyn and Thoma- 
sop. who had commenced their 
pastoral duties in the service 
of his own church, and whom 
he regarded with the affection 
of a brother. Mr. S. gave some 
interesting details respecting 


Mr. Martyn’s visit to Shiraz. 


. * be ° . | e . 
in Persia, with a view to effect | and neither darkness intercept 


a pure Persian translation of 
the Scriptures; and after des- 
canting briefly on the general 
object of the Society, and the 
degree in which that object was 
promoted by literary contribu- 
lions, conc!uded by giving his 
support to Mr. Townsend’s 
motion. 

The Bishop of Norwicu hav- 
ing moved the Thanks to Lord 
Teignmouth, for his Lurdship’s 
conduct in the Chair, Mr. Ow- 
en came forward, and closed 
the business of the day by an 
animated Address. He congrat- 
ulated the Meeting on the servi- 
ces which hadbeen rendered this 
day to the cause of the Socieiy, 
by Irish and English Prelates, 
by the defenders of our country 
(alluding to Lord Gambier), 
and (pointing to Messrs. Van- 
sittart and Wilberforce), by the 
enlighteners and liberators of 
mankind. Mr. O. then called 
upon the meeting to take a view 
of the Society, in reference to 
the agents which it had called 
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into employment, the various 
scenes in which it was acting its 
dignified part, and the objects 
to whom its kindness was exten. 
ded.— lo ascertain these several 





items, and present the grand to. 
tal of the Society’s exertions, 





would stretch the intellect of an 
Augel, and surpass the compu- 
ting powers of all but nim who 
“numbereth the host of Heaven, 
und calleth the stars by their 
numes. The tale could only 
, here be told in part, and must 
be interrupted. He trusted, 
however, that those whom he 
had the honor to address. would 
be united in that perfect state, 
|where the mighty narrative 
would be completely unfolded, 


our Vicw, nor weariness oppress 
us. The direct advantage of 
this Society was, he said. scarce- 
ly greater than the contingent 
benefit which resulted indirect. 
ly from it. While civil polity 
and social happiness were ulti- 
mately promoted, it was impos- 
sible not to see and admire in 
what degree Religion profited 
by the influence of such an As- 
sociation. The correspondence 
Which it elicited, and the testi- 
monies which it collected from 
every part of the world, were 
so many dispositions, from in- 
dependent and concurring wit- 
nesses, to the tru.h, the power, 
and the excellence of Christian- 
ity. After a train of remarks, 
illustrative of these positions, 
Mr. ©. concluded by urging 
the Members to take encourage- 
ment from the triumphs which 
theyhad witnessed this day. “Be 
ye stedfast,” (said Mr. O.) “ un- 
moveable—always abounding In 
this work of the Lord ; foras- 











much as ye know that your la- 
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bor has not been, is not, nor 
ever will be, in vain, in the Lord.” 

Thus terminated the Eighth 
Anniversary of this great Insti- 
tution. ‘The multitude, amoun- 
ting to between 2 and 8000 (and 
which would, had there been 
space, have amounted to almost 
double the number), were liter- 
ally of one heart and one mind. 
Never did the countenances of 
men indicate more visibly the 
strong feelings of mutual joy 
and affection than those of that 
vast assembly. So _ perfectly 
had the great subject absorbed 
all subordinate considerations, 
that not an expression dropped 
from any speaker which be- 
trayed a controversial feeling. 
A stranger to what has appear- 
ed in print would have suppo- 
sed, that in this Institution of 
pure and vast benevolence there 
is (as we trust there soon will 
e,) but one opinion and one 
feeling throughout the British 
Empire and the Christian world. 
And when we state that 35,690 
Bibles, and 70,733 Testaments, 
were issued last year, besides 
the number circulated abroad 
by the Society’s aid—that with- 
in that period Seventy new 
Auxiliary Societies (including 
Branch Societies) were produ- 
ced in Britain alone—and that 
the net income of the year was 
43,532/. 12s. 5d. and its expen- 
diture (including its engage- 
ments) 46,5S50/. 10s. 11d.—we 
scarcely think we assume too 
much in claiming for an Asso- 
ciation so employed and sup- 
ported, the contributions, the 
co-operation and the prayers of 
those who are sincerely desirous 
‘that all men should be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of 
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[Tue following account of the death 
of Mrs. Nancy Ely, wife of the 
Rev. Alfred Ely, of Monson,( Mas.) 
is inserted for the satisfaction of 
her numerous, pious female ac- 
quaintance, who read this Maga- 
zine. } Ep. 


THE subject of the following 
sketch, whose name before mar- 
riage, was Nancy Hinsdale, was 
born in New Canaan (N. Y.) 
August, 1778. While a child, 
she was deprived of both her 
earthly parents. Destitute of pa- 
rental guidance and instruction, 
she suffered many evils in her 
orphan state, which, doubtless, 
were heightened, by her great 
delicacy of bodily habit and ex- 
treme sensibility of feeling.— 
The season of her childhood 
was spent principally under the 
direction of her pious maternal 
grand-mother. After this, she 
was placed under the care of an 
aunt, living in Norwich, (Con.) 
who being soon removed by 
death, she came to Hartford, 
where she resided, most of the 
time with her sister, till united 
with Mr. Ely, February 16, 
1806. During this period, she 
was called to pass through ma- 
ny scenes of affliction, one of 
which, the death of her sister, 
Mrs. Deane, with whom she 
lived, was peculiarly trying — 

his however was the means 
of awakening her attention, in 
some degree, to the concerns of 
her soul. Previous to this, she 
had not, indeed, been inattentive 
to the form of godliness, nor 
had she lived entirely destitute 
ef sericus impressions. The 
instructions and prayers of her 
grand mother, she always 


thought, were the means of 





the truth.” 
Vor. V. NO, 9. 





preserving her from the fash- 
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ionable follies of the age, of 
inspiring her with reverence for 
religion, end of leading her to 
attend to its external dutics.— 
But she continued in a state of 
impenitence, though moral and 
amiable, till about the year 1798. 
when, during a time of revival, 
in Hartford, she was brought 
under deep conviction. In view 
of her depravity and need of di- 
vine grace to renew her heart, 
all hope, derived from outward 
observances or natural sweet- 
ness of temper, was destroyed 
She felt herself to be a helpless 
sinner, in the bands of an angry 
Ged. Not till after much dis- 
tress and agitation of mind, was 
she enabled to renounce all 
things for Christ. God was 
pleased to manifes: his forgiving 
love and grace to her, while 
reading and meditating on the 
viii. Chapter of the Epistle 
to the Romans. The glorious 
truths, there exhibited, were 
applied to her heart. And the 
sovereign grace of Christ, the 
electing love and faithfulness of 
God, were ever after the source 
of her comfort. 

Soon after this, she publicly 
professed het faith in Christ, 
and was received, as a commu- 
nicant, m the North Church 
at Hartford. The communion 
of saints was to her a cordial 
and a comfort ; and from this 
time she appeared to enjoy, with 
little interruption, great peace 
in believing for several years. 
The benefit she derived from 
the religious meetings of the 
young people, which commen- 
ced during the awakening and 
were attended, weekly, for a 
copsiderable time, she often 
mentioned with grateful praise 
to God. These seasons of pray- 
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er and praise, she highly prized; 
and considered, as a precious 
means of confirming her, in the 
faith and hope of the Gospel. 

On account of feeble health, 
she left Hartford, in the Spring 
of 1804, -and resided in the 
country. Deprived now, of 
many religious privileges, which 
she had long enjoyed, she on 
this account sensibly felt, and 
greatly regretted the change, 
But the state of her health 
seemed to render the sacrifice 
necessary. At this time, her 
friends were apprehensive, that 
she would not continue long. 
But the prospect of death did 
not disturb the peace of her 
soul. God was pleased, how- 
ever, to recover her from this 
state of debility, so that she en- 
joyed a comfortable degree of 
health till about seven months 
before her death. She was then 
seized with a violent cough, 
which ended in a confirmed pul- 
monary consump.ion. [rom 
the beginning of her illness, 
she was impressed with the 
idea, that she shou.d never re- 
cover. During the winter and 
spring, her hope was considere- 
bly clouded, and at times dark- 
ness covered her mind. God 
wds pleased, in this period, to 
bring the depravity of her heart 
more clearly to her view, so 
that she saw the evil and felt 
the burden of sin, in a degree 
beyond what she had before ex- 
perienced. While she deeply 
realized her helplessness and 
dependence on sovereign grace, 
and hated and loathed the cor- 
ruption, which she saw in her 
heart, she was, at some mo- 
ments, greatly distressed with 
risings of opposition to the 
sovereignty of God, when at the 
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same time, she confessed her 
full belief of this truth, and 
considered it the only source of 
hope. In this state she con- 
tinued, though with such a 
degree of hope, as to be free 
from the distress of despairing 
thoughts, till she was confined 
about a month previous to her 
death. 

Now the Lord appeared for 
her, and graciously removed her 
darkness and herdoubts,and see- 
med, atonce and forever, todeliv- 
er her from all her spiritual foes. 
From this time she enjoyed with 
little interruption, great sereni- 
ty and peace of mind till the 
close of life. Her attachments 
to her friends and her family 
were always in a high degree 
ardent, and the thought of leav- 
ing them had before given her 
great pain. But now she ap- 
peared absolutely weaned from 
the world, entirely detached 
from earthly things. Her chil- 
dren and her dearest earthly 
friend, she could cheerfully give 
up and leave in the hands of 
God. In the full exercise of 
reason, with a strong persua- 
sion of her nearness to the grave, 
she with perfect calmness, con- 
versed upon death. When ask- 
ed how she felt, she answered ; 
“TI cannot feel unhappy.”— 
Though not favored with high 
exercises of joy, she had longing 
desires after God. When ask- 
ed, whether the view of God’s 
sovereignty and the thought of 
enjoying him for ever, afforded 
her any comfort, she answered : 
“ From the bottom of my heart 
Icansay ; Whom have I in 
heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth I desire besides 
thee. AndI know not what I 


should do, if the Lord did not 
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reign.” When asked if heav- 
en appeared desirable, as a 
place where she should worship 
and serve God without weariness 
and without end ? “ O yes,” she 
answered, “ and especially, be- 
cause I shall serve him there 
without sin.” She seemed to 
have given herself up to God in 
the covenant of grace, and ap- 
peared to rest, with cheerful- 
ness and assurance, upon his 
faithfulness. She would speak 
of her exercises, and of her 
peace of mind, in view of eter- 
nity ; and then enquire what 
can this be, if not grace, free, 
unmerited grace ? At times 
she would exclaim, “ What if 
I should be deceived ! It will in- 
deed be dreadful ! My heart is 
deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked : but surely 
this is grace, and I do hope in 
the mercy of God in Christ.— 
I know in whom I have believ- 
ed, and I feel that he will not 
suffer me to be ashamed of my 
confidence.” 

Accounts of the triumphant 
death of the saints, some of 
which were read in her hearing, 
and the prayers and conversa- 
tion of her Christian friends, 
were exceedingly refreshing to 
her soul. During most of her 
confinement, she was able to 
converse but little, on account 
of extreme debility. When 
any thing was read in her pres- 
ence, which expressed her feel- 
ings, she would notice it. An 
excrcise of Mrs. Roe’s, entitled, 
‘+ Longing after God, and weary 
of the world,” expressed, she 
said, accurately, the feelings of 
her soul, and she could put her 
heart’s amen to it all. The 
viii ch. of Romans which had 
formerly been made so com- 
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forting to her, she now found 
had Jost none of its excellence. 
Indeed the scriptures and de- 
votional writings seemed to be 
refreshing to her, “as cold 
water to a thirsty soul.” In 
the electing love, faiihfulness 
and grace of God, her hopes of 
glory appeared to be centered, 
and remained unshaken. 

Often did she mention, with 
gratitude to God, that she had 


not now to perform the great | 


business, of making her peace 


wished, as one who felt that a 
sick-and dying bed was no place 
for repentance, to warn every 
one against procrastinating this 
important work to that period. 
I felt in the midst of this 
scene, what her pious friends 
who were present, expressed 
that, “ It was good to be here.” 
Isaw the triumphs of divine 
grace, God glorified, the gos- 
pel of Jesus honored, Ciris- 
tians quickened, and heard and 
joined in praise on her behalf. 
The last thing she uttered, 
in answer to a question, was, 
“ Death has noterrors.” With 
such exercises, it is neediess to 
say, that cheerfulness and pa- 
tience were prominent, and 
continued during her distress- 
ing sickness. Onthe L5th of 
July, 1812, about 10 o’clock in 
the evening, she fell asleep in 
Jesus, in the 54th year of her 
age ; and is now, I believe, 
what and where she so ardent- 
ly desired, free from sin, and in 
the glorious presence of her 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
“. H. 


+a 





| pleasure. 
with God. And she earnestly | 
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The following is an extract of 
a letter to a gentleman in Hart- 
ford. 


“ TF aLmMouTH, June 22, 1812. 
“ Sir, 


“ HEARING you area friend 
to vital religion, altho’ a stran- 
ger to me, I take this opportu- 
nity to give you a brief account 
ofthe reformation, in my par- 
ish, thinking it may give you 
There was a general 
revival of religion took place 
about three summers past, when 
great numbers entertained a 
hope of being savingly brought 
into the light and liberty of the 
gospel ; I have been called to 
attend three reformations in 
quick succession, two in my 
own parish, and one in the bor- 
ders of Sandwich. Among my 
own people about fifty were 
brought to rejoice in the faith of 
the Redeemer. The work ap- 
pearéd to be most solemn, 
heart-searching and effectual, 
Without any tumult or disorder. 
The exercises of the subjects 
appeared to be spiritual, inwhich 
the deep depravity of the hu- 
man heart was laid open.— 
When they became established 
inthe doctrines of grace, the 
change appeared so visible from 
nature to grace, from darkness to 
light, from sorrow to joy, that 
beholding spectators were filled 
with astonishment. Never did 
I witness such solemn, interes- 
ting, and affecting scenes. No 
tongue can describe to you the 
anxiety I felt, on the one hand 
for the distressed ; and on the 
other the pleasing emotions of 
my soul, when relieved in thei: 
hearts, they sung with the high- 
est elevation the praises of re- 
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deeming love. The concerts of 
our young converts, must have 
occasioned joy to the angels. 
certainly they filled every Chris- 
tian’s heart with love, and his 
lips with praise. I often thought 
of the hosannas which were 
sang at our Saviour’s triumph- 
ant entering into Jerusalem, 
and could not refrain from re- 
peating these prophetic words, 
“Out of the mouth of babes 
and sucklings hast thou per- 
fected praise.” Such seasons 
are rare, and I never may 
see themmore. They can nev- 
er be forgotten by, Sir, your 
humble servant, 

H. T. LINCOLN.”’ 


ne 2 
NOTICE. 
THE American Board of 


Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions, will hold their annual 
meeting in Hartford, on the 
third Wednesday, (the 16th.) of 


Sept. instant. It is expected a 
Sermon, appropriate to the in- 
teresting object of their appoint- 
ment and meeting, will be de- 
livered by a member of the 
Board, in the evening of the 
same day. The friends of 
Christianity indulge animating, 
hopes, that this Board will be 
instrumental in the divine hand, 
of so dispensing the charity 
committed to their disposal, as 
greatly to assist in extending 
the Redeemer’s peaceful king- 
dom over the habitable globe. 
The time, long since predicted, 
approaches, in which mankind 
“ shall not hurt nor destroy.— 
For the earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover 
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the sea.” Christians feel assur- 
ed, ‘hat these precious promises 
of revelation will be fulfilled by 
the blessing of Christ on human 
exertions directed by his word, 

By a Legislative act of the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts the Board was incorpora- 
ted in June last. The Mem- 
vers of the Board are— 


In Massachuseits, 

WittiaMm BartLet, Esq. of 
Newburyport, 

Rev. SAMUEL Sprino, D. D. of 
the same place, 

Rev. Josern Lyman, D. D. of 
Hatfield, 

Rev. Jepip1an Morse, D. D. 
of Charlestown, 

Rev. SAMUEL WorcESTER, D. 
D. of Salem, 

His Hon. Wiut.ti1am PuHIttps, 
Esq. of Boston, and 

Hon. Jonn Hooker, Esq. of 
Springfield : 


In Connecticut. 

Hon. Jonn TREADWELL, Esq. 
L. L. D. of Farmington, 

Rev. Timotuy Dwieurt, D. D. 
L. L. D. President of Yale 
College, 

Gen. Jepipran HunTincrTon, 
of New-London, and 

Rev. Carvin Cuapin, of Weth- 
ersfield. 


The salvation of the heathen 
upon both continents, or either, 
or upon “the Islands of the 
sea,” as the intimations of Pro- 
vidence shall invite, is the great 
and sole object of the Board.— 
This can be accomplished only 
by sending among them mis- 
sionaries, suitably qualified, who 
shall translate the holy scrip- 
tures into their various lan- 


| guages ; cause them to be prin- 
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ted and circulated ; and, as far 
as possible, “preach the gos- 
pel,” according to the com- 
mandment of Christ, * to every 
creature.” ‘Lo the accomplish- 
ment of this immense object all 
donations communicated to the 
members of the Board resnec- 
tively, or to Jeremiah Evarts, 
Esq. its Treasurer, are, and 
shall be, sacredly devoted. 


THE Editor of this Maga- 
zine would inform al! persons 
within the limits of Hartford 
North Assoiation. who are dis- 
posed to aid the important ob- 
ject of sending the gospel to 
the Heathen, that an Auxiliary 
Society for the support of For- 
eign Missions, will be establish- 
ed within the above named lim- 
its, the third Wednesday of 
October. Persons inclined to 
subscribe for the formation of 
that Society will have an oppor- 
tunity, immediately after the 
religious service mentioned in 
the preceding communication. 


Extract from the Minetes of the 
General Association of Massa- 
chusetts Proper. 


THE committee of the General 
Association of Massachusetts Pro- 
per, appointed to take minutes of 
the narratives of the state of reli- 
gion given by the members of this 
body, ask leave to report : 

That on a review of these narra- 
tives, there appear some very hope- 
ful and comforting tokens of the in- 
creasing power and influence of re- 
ligion within the bounds of this As- 
sociation. ‘The order and harmo- 
ny which generally prevail in the 
c 


urches ; the good understanding | 


State of Religion in Massachusetts. 
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and fellowship existing among the 
ministers of the several associations - 
the great increase of the missiona. 
ry spinc; and the lively interest it 
excites among all Classes of people ; 
the growing attention to the pious 
education of children and youth; 
and above all, the special efiusions 
of the Spirit of grace upon several 
of the societies within our connexion, 
and their blessed effects perceived 
in the reviving of Christian graces 
in the churches, are just causes of 
unfeigned gratitude to the great 
Head of the church, and we 
trust may be accounted by us hope- 
ful tokens of blessings vet in store, 
‘The bonds of Christian union and 
fellowship have been strengthened 
among the ministers of the church- 
es to their mutual comfort and en- 
couragement. The zeal, for the 
spread of the Gospel among the 
heathen, and for the supply of the 
destitute parts of our own country, 
has had a most happy influence on 
the state of religivus feeling, and the 
practice of Christian duty ; and in 
several instances has been remark- 
ably owned and blessed of God, in 
the fulfilment of his word, Zaz the 
liberal soul shall be made fat, and 
that Ae that watereth shall be wa- 
tered also himself 

The revivals within the year past, 
though in few places great and pow- 
erful, have nevertheless given nu- 
merous and precious additions to the 
churches, and afforded quickening 
and encouragement to them who 
pray for the peace and prosperity 
of Zion. When we look into the 
western portion of our connexion, 
we gratefully notice the precious 
shower cf Divine influences lately 
fallen on Williamstown, and the 
College in that place. Nearly one 
half of the students, in that rising 
seminary, have hopefully become 
the friends ef the Redeemer, and in 
a future day may become the her- 
alds of his salvation, to perishing 
sinners. The work is stiil progres- 
sing. When the salt is cast into the 
fountain, the streams will be pure 
and salutary. Of the inhabitants of 
the town about forty have been 
visibly added to the Lord. In Pitts- 
field, and several other towns, re- 
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ligious appeatances are pleasant. 
In the more central parts of this 
connexion, we gratefully recognize 
the presence of our divine Imman- 
uel walking in the midst of his 
golden candlesticks. Severalchurch- 
es have been enlarged and beautihed 
with the salvation of God. In the 
town of Westfield about fifty per- 
sons have made a hopeiul profes- 
sion. In the town of Worcester 
several conversions have been hope- 
fully wrought, and at the present 
moment, appearances are encoura- 
ging. May the scattering drops 
be succeeded by copious showers, 
which shall satisfy the thirsty hill of 
Zion. 

We are happy to learn, that in 

the County of Worcester a religious 

sharitable Society has lately been 
formed, which embraces objects of 
very great importance, and which 
promisesto produce extensive effects 
in aid of the interests of Christianity. 

For the encouragement of prayer 
it deserves to be remarked, that in 
the town of Royalston the church 
agreed to consecrate Saturday eve- 
ning, each one in his own house, to 
pray for a revival of religion in that 
place, and for the ministers of Christ 
generally. “ Praying breath has not 
been spent in vain.” This event is 
an evident verification of our Sav- 
iour’s words, if two or three shall 
agree together on carthas touch- 
ing any thing, wt shall be given to 
them of my Lather who is in heav- 
en. 

In the south eastern parts of this 
Commonwealth, we are informed of 
an extensive revival in the towns of 
Randolph, Easton, Abington, Wey- 
mouth, Braintree, and Bridgewater ; 
and that an unusual number of hope- 
ful converts have been added to the 
second church in Dorchester. 


In the more northern parts of this 
connexion, we have no special re- 
vivals to notice; yet in traveiling 
over this ground if we are not rega- 
led with blossoms, we may fill our 
arms with the richest fruits from 
trees of righteousness which the 
Lord hath heretofore planted. A- 
mong these fruits we admire great 
unity of sentiment, an unparalieled 
combination of efforts to send the 
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heralds of the cross to the distant 
regions of the earth. We have al- 
ready seen the star in the East, and 
confidently hope that this star fore- 
bodes the speedy rising of the Sun 
of Righteousness on these dark and 
benighted regions. In that quarter 
of tne globe, where the King of 
Zion commenced his scene of hu- 
miliation, he now seems about to 
return in majesty and glory. In 
some of our more compact and op- 
ulent towns, we notice with high 
satisfaction female Societies emu- 
iating the pious example of an an- 
cient female disciple in making 
coats and garments for the poor. 
We notice with pleasure the estab- 
lishment of a Sunday School, in the 
town of Beverly, in which poor neg- 
lected children are taught to fear 
the name of the Lord and sanctify 
his day. Similar establishments are 
also contemplated in other towns. 


—2_ +o 


INSTALLATION. 


AT an Ecclesiastical Coun- 
cil, convened in Aurora, New- 
Connecticut, it was voted that 
the following account be trans- 
mitted for publication in the 
Connecticut Evangelical Maga- 
zine. 


“ The Rev. Jonn SEwarp,a 
Missionary, from the Missiona- 
ry Society of Connecticut, was 
installed over the Church and 
Society in Aurora, New-Con- 
necticut, August 5th, 1812.— 
The Rev. Jona! han Leslie, made 
the introductory prayer ; the 
Rev. Joseph Badger, delivered 
the Sermon; the Rev. Nathan 
B. Derrow made the installing 
prayer, and gave the right hand 
of fellowship; the Rev. Giles 
H. Cowles gave the charge ; 
and the Rev. Thomas Barr 
made the concluding prayer.— 
The day was very pleasant ; the 
exercises were appropriate and 
solemn; the audience nume- 
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rous and attentive ; and from 
the great unanimity of the 
Church and Society, there is a 
pleasing prospect, that the con- 
nection may be comfortable to 
Mr. Seward, and useful to the 
cause of the Redeemer.” 


ORDINATION, 

ON the 10th June, 1512, the 
Rev. SyLveEsTER SELDEN was 
orduined to the pasterel charge 
of the Church of Christ in West- 
brook, 3d Socicty in Saybrook, 
The Rev. Frederick W. Hotch- 
kiss offered the intreductory 
prayer ; the Rev. David Selden 
preached the sermon trom Deu- 
teronomy, xxx, 19; the Rev. 
Wm. Lyman, D. D. offered the 
consecrating prayer; the Rev. 
Achilles Mansfield, gave the 
charge ; the Rev. Joseph Vaill, 
addressed the church and peo- 
ple ; the Rev. David D. Field, 
gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship ; and the Rev. Samuel 
Mills offered the concluding 
prayer. 


_—_—=ED «| 
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OBITUARY. 


DIED at Farmington, Rev. Tr- 
OTHY PITKIN, formerly pastor of 
the first Church in said town, aged 
86. Yale, 1747. 

At New Haven, Rev. Jamrs Da- 
wa, D. D. late pastor of the Brick 
Church, aged 77 Harv. 1753. 

At Southbury, on the 2d‘ult. Rev. 
BENJAMIN WILDMAN, pastor of 
a Church in that town, aged 77, and 
46th of his ministry. Yale, 1758. 

At Albany, (N. Y.) Rev. Joux 
WATKINS, aged 66. 

At Warwick, (Mass.) Rev. Sam- 
UEL KEED, pastor of the Church 
in that town, aged 55. Yale, 1777. 

At Litchfieid, Hon. Jcun ALLEn, 


late Member of Congress from this 


State. 

in France, Lours Napo.egon, 
jate King of Hoiland, brother of 
the Emperor, and High Constable 
of the French empire. 

In Holland, the celebrated Dr 
WINTER, late high Admiral of the 
Dutch fleet, who was vanquished, 
and with him the naval glory of 
Hoiland, by the English Admiral 
Duncan, in the memorable naval 
battle of October, 1797. 

In Baltimore, (Md.) Brig. Gen. 
JamMES M. LINGAN, assassinated 
by an infuriated mob, while endea- 
voring to defend the life and proper- 
ty of a fellow-citizen. 
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Donajions io the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


1812. 
Aug. 6. From Rev. Giles H. Cowles, collected in New settlements, $ 4 00 
From Rev. John Seward. do. do. 9 00 
Sept.1. From Rev, James Boyd, clo. do, 16 80 
& 29 80 
n etal 
celles 
ERRATA, 


In the Magazine for July, p. 247, 1st col. in note,—for Chain, read Chair 
In the last Magazine, p. 504, 2d col. 12ch line from bottom,—for Hez- 
ekiah left off judgments, read Hezekiah kept off judgments. 


